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Fun!   

Costumes!   

FROM THE RABBIôS STUDY 

 ñItôs the Economy, Stupidò 

 Remember that catch phrase from Presi-

dent Clintonôs campaign in 1992? It helped him 

get elected because despite everything else going 

on in the world, our lives revolve around our 

personal comfort. Foreign policy, domestic is-

sues, all issues pale in comparison to the impor-

tance of whether we can afford to support our 

household. 

 We are lucky here in the greater Washington area because 

weôve been shielded from the worst effects of the recession. None-

theless we have been strained by  the mortgage/housing crunch and 

by salaries being frozen or reduced. Our personal budgets have 

been affected so that we donôt have much, if anything, left for dis-

cretionary spending. 

 Which leads us to our shul. Synagogues across the country  

have been negatively impacted by the economy with many having 

to cut staff and programs. Synagogues are dependent upon dues and 

donations to function, and if money is tight then shul budgets auto-

matically become tight too.   (continued on Page 5) 
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Purim is coming!  
Saturday, February 27  

Olney Elementary School  

6:40 pm Evening Maõariv Service and Megillah Reading 

8:45 pm Purim evening entertainment: Hypnotist and Mind Reader, Ronnie Baras  
 

Ronnie Baras is an experienced entertainer and lecturer who has been performing professionally since 1982 . He has performed in Las Vegas, 

including headlining at the Venetian Hotel. He is best known for his entertaining hypnosis & comedy routines. Ronnie is a cer tif ied hypnothera-

pist and goes to great lengths to entertain, without embarrassing either his audience or his hypnotism subjects.  

 

Groggers for Charity! USYers will be òsellingó boxes of Mac ôn Cheese to use as groggers at megillah reading.  

The $1 donation goes to USYõs charity: Tikkun Olam .  At the end of the evening, the USYers will be collecting any 

boxes you want to give to the Manna Food Bank.  [Please note: these will be the only groggers available that night.]  
 

This evening is generously sponsored by the Goldstein - Koplowitz Memorial Foundation, Bill Goldstein Trustee  
 

Sunday, February 28  

Shaare Tefila and Tikvat Israel join together, at Tikvat Israel, for:  

9:00 am ñServices and Megillah Reading  12:30 pm ñCarnival (lunch available for purchase)  
 

Calling all Megillah Readers! Contact Cantor Wendi by February 12 to confirm your participation for this year!  

WE ARE VERY EXCITED  

BECAUSE WE ARE MOVINGé 
OUR SHABBAT SERVICES TO THE  

OLNEY THEATRE!  
 

 

 

Starting Saturday, February 6, 2010  

Olney Theatre will be our regular Shabbat ser-

vice location for both Friday night and Saturday 

services.  

 
[Please note: Friday, February 5th service will be 8:00 pm at Ol-
ney Elementary School ðsee article on page 5. Dinners will con-
tinue at Sandy Spring Bank.]  
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FROM THE SISTERHOOD  

 The Sisterhood Book Club will meet on 

February 2nd at the home of Harriett Neufeld  at 

7:30 pm.  We will be discussing the book The Zoo 

Keeperôs Wife by Diane Acherman. 

 The February board meeting is 7 pm, 

February 8th at the home of Marlene Sandberg.  I 

hope you will attend to find out what events we 

are planning.  Thank you to Adriana Sandler for hosting our Janu-

ary meeting. 

 Thank you to everyone who helps with Kiddush shopping, 

set up and cleanup.   And as always buy Scrip; it is our biggest 

fund raiser.  Sisterhood has already given $5,000 to the synagogue.  

Please help us raise more-you have to buy food anyway!! 

 

BôShalom,  Deborah Letow 

 

********************************************  

NEW SISTERHOOD SECRETARIAL SERVICE!  

 Shaare Tefila Sisterhood is now offering free secretarial 

services to members with the purchase of Mitzvah Fund or Torah 

Fund cards.  Are Thank You notes bogging you down?  Do you 

find yourself constantly saying ñIôll just drop a note to thank (fill in 

the blank with your favorite person) for all they are doing for 

Shaare Tefila,ò ï or to a friend who needs get well wishes.   

 Now itôs so easy: call Laura Ross 301-871-3935 (10 

Mitzvah Fund cards $25) or Florence Gersuk-Lipsky 301-438-

3439- (10 Torah Fund cards $30) and ask them to send a card on 

your behalf (leave a message if they are out).  Can anything be eas-

ier? 

****************************************  

PURIM FLAG WORKSHOP  

Led by Fiber Artist and Artsites member, Melanie Grishman 

Sunday, February 21, 1-4 pm at Adriana Sandlerôs house.  $10/

person, open to all, but specifically geared to women and girls of  

bat mitzvah age and older.  Reservations required by February 14.  

RSVP to Adriana Sandler at sandleraa@gmail.com or call 301-

871-1164. 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 Several of my articles have been about 
the subject of happiness, which is now an ac-
cepted subject of study by scholars and aca-
deme.  The December 1, 2009 Washington 
Post had an article entitled ñFeeling lonely? 
Chances are youôre not aloneò about, obvi-
ously, loneliness.  The point of the article is to 
report that loneliness is contagious because it 

behaves like a disease.  So after reading so much about happiness, 
we should look at the ñflip side.ò 
 The study was conducted at the University of Chicago and 
published this past December in the Journal of Personality and So-
cial Psychology. Among the findings is that loneliness ñcan be 
transmitted across people ï even people you donôt have direct con-
tact with.ò  A professor of medicine and medical sociology at Har-
vard Medical who helped conduct the research added ñSomething so 
personal as a personôs emotions can have a collective existence and 
affect the vast fabric of humanity.ò  These studies, gathered over 
decades, concluded that even obesity, the likelihood of quitting 
smoking, and even happiness (I canôt seem to escape the subject) 
could spread from one person to another.  The new study of 4,793 
people interviewed every two years between 1991 and 2001 showed 
how a friend of a lonely person was 52% more likely to develop 
feelings of loneliness by the time of the next interview and a friend 
of that person was 25% more likely and a friend of a friend of a 
friend was 15% more likely. But these feelings were not as powerful 
on spouses and siblings (no explanation was given).  
 While the study didnôt examine the method of how loneli-
ness spreads, the researchers indicated that people who feel lonely 
tend to act in negative ways towards everyone they have contact 
with and that perpetuates the behavior and the emotion. The con-
stant interaction makes them more likely to minimize social ties 
which furthers their loneliness. 
 Unfortunately for those of us having a social connection to 
a lonely person, we increase our chances of developing feelings of 
loneliness.   
 Loneliness seems to spread more easily among women 
than men (it is felt because women are more likely to articulate 
emotions, but I have my own theories).  
 So how does this impact Shaare Tefila?  The findings 
ñunderscore the importance of social networks.ò ñWe now know 
that the people you surround yourself with can have a tremendous 
impact on your well-being, whether itôs physical or psychological.ò  
If we at Shaare Tefila help those of us on the margins of the net-
work, we will be helping not only those people but helping to stabi-
lize the whole network.  So now we are given yet another reason for 
supporting a community based on social connectedness ï the good 
stuff spreads and nips the bad stuff in the bud.  So call the Chesed 
committee, volunteer, help when asked, and do everyone a favor. 
And, if you feel lonely, remember you can come join your Shaare 
Tefila family at services, the Rabbiôs classes, the Cantorôs classes, 
the weekly Yiddush Club, Sisterhood Book Club and other meetings 
ï all these programs are free ï and come join us at Shabbat dinners 
every other month, Thatôs just an abbreviated listing of opportuni-
ties.  
 Call me, write me, give me your ideas, your suggestions, 
and of course your compliments, 
 
Bess Teller, President 
President@shaaretefila.org, (h) 240-342-2352, (c) 240-441-7132 
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JASON ELLIS  - BAR MITZVAH  

 Jason Ellis will celebrate his Bar Mitz-

vah on March 6.  Services will be at Temple 

Emanuel in Kensington.  Jason is in 7th grade at 

Rosa Parks Middle School where he is taking GT 

classes and earns good grades.  Jasonôs favorite 

hobby is basketball and he is currently participat-

ing in two basketball leagues.   

 Jason also loves to play and watch football and base-

ball.  When he is not playing basketball, he is skiing or working out 

at the fitness center. Jason earned his black belt in karate two years 

ago which took almost 4 years of hard work to accomplish.  Jason 

plays the cello and hopes to resume guitar lessons soon.  He loves 

to cook, travel and go to amusement parks to ride any and every 

roller coaster!  Jason is very excited that friends and family are 

traveling from all over the country to be here to celebrate with him 

at his Bar Mitzvah. 

mailto:President@shaaretefila.org
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SHAARE TEFILA ADULT EDUCATION  

 

Rabbi Jonah Laymanôs classes 
Weekly Torah Class - Fridays 9:30am-10:30am - Bresler House  

Weekly Talmud Class - Sundays 11am-Noon - B. Finkôs House  

 

Mitzvah Initiative  

The Mitzvah Initiative is a facilitated dialogue, reflection, and study 

about the concept and practice of mitzvot in the lives of Conserva-

tive Jews today. Rabbi Layman will discuss a Mitzvah on selected 

Shabbatot during the year. 

 

Wednesday Night: Adult Ed Night!  

(Minyan - 7:45pm; Class 8pm ï 9pm at the Bresler House  

The Ten Commandments, February 24 - March 24 

Many see the 10 Commandments as the basis for Jewish legal prac-

tice. Is that so? How have the commandments been interpreted and 

how many of the 613 are based on them? We'll look at two a week 

and see how they have been interpreted and expanded over the cen-

turies. 

 

The Big Read  
Facilitated by Rabbi Layman  (Background articles about the 

topic are posted on the Shaare Tefila website under ñFliersò) 

 

Shabbat, February 6: ñI am Jewishò  

Personal Reflections, discussion based on the book: ñI am Jewish, 

Personal Reflections Inspired by the Last Words of Daniel 

Pearlò   Clearly, Pearlôs Judaism was central to him, whether or 

not it was to his murderers.  Why?  What made him decide that his 

last words would be an affirmation of his connection to a people 

and a tradition that has lasted thousands of years, and an affirma-

tion of his connection to you? 

 

Cantor Wendi Friedôs Classes  

Hebrew Class ï Fridays, 10:30 am at the Bresler House 

Monthly Megillah Kohelet & Shir HaShirim Class   - 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday of the month 11:00 am at F. Bergerôs House 

 

Upcoming ~ stay tuned for more information: 
*Torah Reading class ï Wednesdays during Hebrew School hours 

at Tikvat Israel 

*Jewish Music Lovers Association ï Sundays once a month after 

Minyan at Leisure World.  Yiddish theater ï the influence of Can-

torial tunes and melodies on Yiddish Theater and Song. 

NOTE:  Please contact the Cantor ASAP if you are interested in 

attending the JSSA Hospice Workshop to be held exclusively for 

Shaare Tefila! 

 

Shaare Tefila Middle East Study Group 

Sunday, once a month from 7:00 pm ï 8:30 pm.  Interested in 

joining other congregants for a broad discussion of Israeli and Mid-

dle Eastern issues?  Then this monthly group is for you.  For further 

information email Jesse  Stiller at stiller.jesse@gmail.com. 

 

Yiddush Club 

Meet Monday mornings, weekly at 10:30 am, alternating between 

the Bresler House and the Neufeld  home. 

THEYôRE SAYING 

Florence Gersuk-Lipsky 

 A belated Happy New Year. Wish you all 

a great one. Sylvia Adler Potash sent news about 

her family. She announced her Chanukah addition 

from New Jersey; a baby boy, 7lbs 3oz.  Born 

Shabbat Chanukah, named Yoheda. He is her 31st 

great grandchild, her daughter, Nancyôs 25th grand-

child and the 7th in this family. She said she knows 

all the names and where they live, but not all the birthdays. Her 

daughter, Judy, is very ill but we hope she will feel better soon. 

God should watch over her. Sheôs a darling young woman and we 

wish her a ñrefuah shleymaò Sylviaôs calligraphy was beautifully 

done on the envelope and inside. 

 Our late Chanukah party, postponed 2 times because of our 

snow storm, was finally held at Deborah Letowôs home on her 

Birthday. What a lovely party and the food was delicious. Charlotte 

Potosky cleaned up. By the time we left, you would not have known 

that Deborah had a party with 50 people in attendance. Thank you 

Deborah, and many more Happy Birthdays. Wendi, our Cantor, was 

ill and couldnôt attend. Rabbi and his family were on their way to 

Florida where they were picking up a cruise to the Mediterranean. 

Tirza  attended with Ari . What a joy the little one was to all. 

 On Sunday, December 13th, Joan Lichtman was the fea-

tured pianist at Leisure World Club House I for the Jewish Survi-

vors and Friends Chanukah celebration. She sent me a copy of the 

program. So sorry I couldnôt attend. 

 Steve Franklin had a 40th Birthday in early January and 

everyone sang to him at the Mexican dinner on January 8th. The 

food was delicious and most unusual. We had one of the biggest 

turnouts, thanks to Fran Weiss and committee. To all who helped 

clean up ñToda Rabah.ò What a nice party for Steve. He mentioned 

that Fran Kensky took him to dinner for his Birthday at Maxôs. He 

loved the sweaters I gave him that were Irvôs. He is so appreciative. 

All the children were wonderful at dinner and everything was eaten, 

so it evidently was successful.  

 It was so nice seeing so many families too, like the Beck-

ers, Aaron, Karen, Rachel, Samuel & Noah, all well behaved and 

having fun. We all enjoyed. The Kenskys all were leaving on a 

cruise as of January 9th.  Fran, Stan, Jason, Lauren and Hariel  

were all in shul Shabbos and took part in the service. Lucky family. 

 Rosalie Goldman has been recuperating from pneumonia 

in a nursing home in Potomac. She would love to get a phone call.  

 Richard & Rita Lehr  are heading to California in March 

with son & daughter Ron and Sherri, to attend Richardôs great 

niece, Sarah Birns, Bat Mitzvah. Sarah is the daughter of Neil & 

Dawn Birns. Neil and his parents Bob & Leona (of blessed mem-

ory) were members of STC. 

 Heard from Herman Yanovich in Florida. He wishes all 

his old friends ñHappy New Year.ò Herman is still playing tennis 

and living the good life. 

 Robert Lipsky , my son, observed his 60th birthday on 

January 16th. Jared Lipsky, my grandson, is celebrating his 20th 

birthday in February. Lots of reasons to celebrate. Happy Birthday. 

 Stuart Carroll  gave the Dôvar Torah while the Rabbi was 

away. As a travel agent, he spoke about asserting oneself as a Jew 

and the obstacles of anti-Semitism one may encounter. Things are 

improving, however itôs up to us to improve things. He was ex-

tremely interesting.   (Continued on Page 4) 

mailto:stiller.jesse@gmail.com
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YOUTH CORNER  

 Lynn Berk 

 I would like to thank everyone who helped out with the variety of programs the Youth & Family Programming Department ran in Janu-

ary. Without members of the Youth Staff, the Youth Committee and Parent Volunteers, January programming would not have occurred. These 

dedicated people stepped in and took over while I was out for  shoulder surgery and keep everything running smoothly and pulled off a monthôs 

worth of successful programming.  People are terrific.    

 Join us for the last Family Game Day of this season on Saturday, February 6th.   Shaare Tefila and Tikvat Israel join together for a 

Shabbat afternoon of your favorite table games. Bring your games early and drop them off in Lynnôs office or choose what to play from our se-

lection of games. Babysitting is available for the preschoolers and the youth lounge is open for the teens. 

 The Annual Hamantashen Bake In will take place on Sunday, February 7th  from 12:30 ï 3:00 in the T.I. Social Hall. This is a Family 

Program, open to parents &  their kids. Come and bake hamantashen ï we have pre-made dough for you to roll, cut and fill. While the haman-

tashen are baking, join us for some Purim crafts. Cost is $7.00 per dozen hamantashen. Email reservations to Lynn: lberk@comcast.net 

 USYers will be at Purim services at Tikvat Israel and Shaare Tefila selling boxes of Macaroni & Cheese donated by Foulds to use as 

groggers for the Megillah reading.   

 The Annual Purim Carnival  will take place on Sunday, February 28th  from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. There will be lots of booths, a hot 

dog lunch (with a veggie alternative), hamantashen, fantastic prizes, a special Pre-School guaranteed win section, Girl Scout cookies for sale and 

so much more. To volunteer or have questions answered; call Lynn at (301) 762-7338. 

 The Youth & Family Programming Department is sponsoring a Bônai Mitzvah Retreat, March 20 & 21st. The Retreat is one part of a 

Bônai Mitzah program set up by Tikvat Israel & Shaare Tefila.  It will be held at Tikvat Israel and is open to all children currently in 5th or 6th 

grades. We will sleepover at TI, play icebreaker games to help religious school kids and the day school kids get better acquainted, do several 

short Jewish identity exercises, have some discussion groups, fun social activities and so much more. Sunday morning, parents are invited to join 

us for some special programming. The Retreat will end at noon on Sunday. There will be family classes to supplement the retreat programming. 

 

Youth & Family Programming Calendar 

Feb 6 Shabbat Afternoon Family Game Day    Feb  20 USY - Spoker (Spa/Poker nite)                   

Feb 7 Family Hamantashen Bake In      Feb 27  Mac & Cheese Grogger Sale 

Feb 14 Bônai Mitzvah Family Program      Feb 28 Purim Carnival  

 Kadima ï Ice Skating   

(Theyôre Saying, continued from Page 3)  

 Moish & Charlotte Potosky, Barbara Fink, Kitty Atkin, 

and Clarence & Gilda Kuritzky  are among those who left on Janu-

ary 17th with the Hazak trip to Israel. Gay gesundt & cum gesundt. 

 Ann Loeb has recuperated from surgery and is back to 

normal. Ethel Levine had her second, and final, surgery. We wish 

her well and a refuah shleyma.  

 Cathy & Lanny Plotkin returned from 2 weeks in Israel. 

They had a wonderful trip. 

 Stefanie Levy is co-chairing Super Sunday for the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Washington, February 21st. She is hoping to 

have the help and support of our membership.  We are proud. 

 Donna & Ben Meltzer sponsored Kiddush in honor of 

Ethanôs Bar Mitzvah. He has grownup in the shul. His sister, Ilana, 

took part too. A good, and always helpful, family. 

 Bobbi Lipsky-Forgette had surgery. Sheôs not finished. 

There will be more. Lots of prayers follow you for good health. 

 Marilyn Pontell  sponsored the Challah & Shmear on Jan. 

9th.  Her mom and father-in-law celebrated 97 good years. We sang 

to all the celebrants.  May her mom have many more years in good 

health. She is sharp and adorable. 

 

Buy Scrip * Go to Israel * Give Charity * Buy Bonds * Call or visit 

a shut-in * Send me news * Love to all our members. See you in 

shul. 

LôHitraot,  

Zipporah  

mailto:lberk@comcast.net
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Hebron after the killings of 1929 were also evacuated.  The Arabs were 

not only warring against the Jews, but against the British, as well, and 

as many as a thousand or more Arabs were killed in the fighting.  In the 

aftermath, the Peel Commission of 1937 came up with a plan to parti-

tion the remaining Mandate area into a small Jewish state and a much 

larger Arab state. (Remember, more than three quarters of the original 

Palestine Mandate had already been given to the Arabs for their state, 

now called Jordan.)  Meanwhile, in a further response to the riots, the 

British began restricting immigration of Jews, despite the growing evi-

dence that Germany had embarked on a program of killing all the Jews 

of Europe.  These restrictions culminated in the British White Paper, 

issued in 1939, which limited the number of Jewish immigrants into 

Palestine to 15,000 a year for five years, after which any additional 

immigration would be subject to Arab approval.  In effect, this meant 

no more would be allowed, a situation which was intolerable for the 

Jewish people, especially in view of Germany's inexorable move toward 

a policy of genocide against them 

 The period of the 1940s and World War II, before the state of 

Israel was established, will be the subject of a future article.   

 If you have any comments about this article, please contact Al 

Kliman or Harry Zubkoff.  

ISRAEL AFFAIRS COMMI TTEE 

 

History and Current Events 

 The hostilit y against Jews displayed by the Arabs in the Mid-

dle East did not start with the establishment of the State of Israel.  Long 

before Israel came into existence in 1948, the Arabs were opposed to 

the growing presence of Jews in the area known as Palestine.  While 

Jews had been coming to Palestine in small numbers for the past 2,000 

years, the numbers started increasing in the late 1800s, when oppression 

of Jews in Eastern Europe stimulated emigration to Palestine as one of 

the few places open to them. 

 When Theodore Herzl organized the Zionist movement into a 

formal, recognized group and convened the first Zionist Congress in 

1897, emigration of Jews from Europe to Palestine picked up speed.  

Those Jews returning to Palestine were already talking about establish-

ing a Jewish homeland there either under Turkish or German rule.  

Early in the 20th century, the Jews established a number of farming 

communities, most notably at Petach Tikvah, Rishon Letzion and other 

locations.  They also started building a new city, Tel Aviv, just north of 

Jaffa.   As the Jews built new facilities in Palestine, increasing numbers 

of Arabs came into the area, seeking to share in the new prosperity and 

opportunity provided by Jewish enterprise.  By the time WW I started 

in 1914, there were about 600,000 Arabs and 100,000 Jews in Palestine. 

 The First World War put a stop to everything.  It was hard on 

both the Jews and the Arabs of Palestine with outbreaks of disease, both 

cholera and typhus, affecting both populations.  An Ottoman military 

government ruled the area and was detested by Jews and Arabs alike.  

The Ottoman Empire joined with Germany and Austria-Hungary 

against the Allies during the war, and many Jews fled the area to avoid 

being drafted into the Turkish army.  A small group of Jews, however, 

organized an underground unit that provided critical intelligence infor-

mation to the British which helped their invasion effort.   Their help 

was but one of many reasons why Britain endorsed the concept of a 

Jewish homeland in Palestine.  At the same time, Britain also promised 

the Arabs a state in the area in return for an Arab revolt against the Ot-

tomans led by T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia).   

 In the spring of 1920, and again a year later in 1921, and eight 

years later in the summer of 1929, Arabs, who opposed the idea of a 

Jewish national home in Palestine, organized simultaneous violent riots 

and pogroms against the Jews in a number of locations---Jaffa, Haifa, 

Hebron and Jerusalem.  Throughout the decade of the 1920s, other spo-

radic acts of violence by Arabs against the Jews took place, but never 

rising to the level of riots or pogroms.  As a result, the Jews organized a 

self-defense force, the Haganah, since the British did nothing to protect 

them.  A major instigator of violence against the Jews was the Grand 

Mufti of Jerusalem, the foremost Arab religious leader, who later in the 

1930s became a Nazi collaborator.  In the late 1920s and through the 

1930s, Arab antagonism to the Jews increased dramatically.  They 

claimed that Jewish immigration and their land purchases, though legiti-

mate, were displacing and dispossessing Arabs, even though all the 

economic indicators showed that the Arabs were benefiting from Jewish 

investment in the area.  In fact, the Arab standard of living in Palestine 

was higher than in any other area of the Middle East, and Arabs were 

flocking there in record numbers to share in the prosperity engendered 

by the Jews. 

  Despite Arab objections and British obstacles, Jew-

ish immigration increased substantially in the 1930s as the Germans 

tightened the persecution screws and Eastern European countries did 

the same.  The pivotal point came in 1936 when widespread riots took 

place which were dubbed the Arab Revolt or, in some media reports, 

the Great Uprising.  Fully half of the 5,000 residents of the Jewish quar-

ter in old Jerusalem were forced to flee and the few Jews remaining in 

Happy Birthday to our Youth!  
 

Max Hedgepeth 

Madeleine Jones 

Jacob Lefler 

A Special Shabbat Evening 

with Rabbi Jonah Layman 

Friday, February 5 

8:00 pm Service at Olney Elementary School 

 

Rabbi Layman will have just returned from his sabbatical studying 

at the Hartman Institute in Israel.  After Shabbat service he will talk 

about his studies.  

(Rabbi Layman, continued from Page 1)  This article isnôt lead-

ing to asking for money. Iôm not asking you to contribute your last 

dime to Shaare Tefila Congregation. I mean rather for us to recog-

nize that we need to do our best to support each other through this 

recession. We - Shaare Tefila - need to recognize your situation and 

be responsive to your needs. You - need to know that Shaare Tefila 

is your community - your family - and that we want you to remain 

part of our family no matter what. 

 At the same time we ask that you be there for us too. Con-

sider volunteering on a committee or helping out in the office. Con-

sider calling us and asking Bess Teller or Jill Goldwater what you 

can do to help the shul. 

 Itôs interesting that Jewish tradition agrees with the impli-

cation of Clintonôs catch phrase. We canôt begin to consider other 

issues until we are comfortable with ourselves. How can we help 

others or tackle big issues if we, ourselves, need help? Judaism 

teaches that tzedakah acts of social justice - begin at home and then 

gradually expand in ever widening circles, as much as our energy 

and capabilities allow.  

 Let us together reaffirm that we are there for each other 

and let us help each other become stronger and ever more confident 

of our future. 

 Bôvracha,     Rabbi Jonah Layman 



PAGE 6  

The Shofar 

Building Fund 

In Honor Of  

Allison Schwartz's Bat Mitzvah  Frederic & Barbara Green 

Shaare Tefila Congregation   Frances Berger 
Florence Perman's 90th Birthday  Hal & Elaine Stein 

Ethan Meltzer's Bar Mitzvah   Ira & Ethel Levine 

Selma Rothenberg   The Potosky Family 
 

A Speedy Recovery To 

 Ann Loeb   Joan Gould 
 

In Memory Of  

 Joyce Fox   Jay & Freda Krosnick 
Malka Arber   Jay & Freda Krosnick 

Margaret Kahn   Leonard & Audrey Frank 

Louis Frank   Leonard & Audrey Frank 
Blanche Frank   Leonard & Audrey Frank 

Larry Kahn   Leonard & Audrey Frank 

Shirley Auerbach   Robert & Audrey Haber 
Fannie Blicher   Sadie Blicher 

Julius Rock   Sadie Blicher 

Malka Arber   Saul & Sherry Cohen 
Malka Arber  Stan & Zelda Rosenthal 

 

Cantor's Discretionary Fund 

In Honor Of  

Robyn & Philip Maslan's Wedding  Julian & Frances Leidman 
 

Charles Futrovsky Endowment Fund 

In Honor Of  

Ethan Meltzer's Bar Mitzvah  Charles & Frances Futrovsky 

Lauren Kensky's Graduation   Charles & Frances Futrovsky 

Allen Wright's 80th Birthday  Charles & Frances Futrovsky 
 

In Memory Of  

Nathan Gittleson   Charles & Frances Futrovsky 
Dale M. Friedman   Charles & Frances Futrovsky 

Rose Weisman's Brother  Charles & Frances Futrovsky 

 

D. Joseph Williamowsky ScholarΆinΆResidence Fund 

In Honor Of  

Fay Berkowitz's birthday  Adolph & Helen Sandler 

 

Education Fund 

In Honor Of  

Sylvia Glaser   Gilbert & Judith Beiser 
Ann Loeb's successful surgery  Henry & Helen Sandler 

Florence Perman's 90th Birthday  Jules & Anne Cohen 

 

In Memory Of  

Maurice Samuel Adem  Art & Joy Podolsky 

Nettie Podolsky   Art & Joy Podolsky 
Edward Kisliuk   Bernice Kisliuk 

Sidney Halpern   Frank & Noreen Halpern 

Robert Green   George & Marilyn Kessler 
Aaron Sommer   Gerry & Joni Sommer 

Jean Weissman   Gerry & Joni Sommer 

Gussie Sommer   Gerry & Joni Sommer 
Yetta Kamel   Gerry & Joni Sommer 

Daniel Scher   Ila Swartz 

Fanny Saposnekoo   Irwin & Sophie Cozier 
Maurice Saposnekoo   Irwin & Sophie Cozier 

Annie Kirsch   Jeanette Traum 

Frank Kirsch   Jeanette Traum 
Harry Schnapp   Jerome & Linda Schnapp 

Charles Fink   Jules & Zelma Fink 
Jerrold Simon   Jules & Zelma Fink 

 Anne Katz   Larry & Ellie Alpert 

Samuel Shapiro   Liane Lunden 
Leon Lunden   Liane Lunden 

Sylvia Coffee   Louis & Joan Coffee 

Pauline Slotnick   Michael & Judy Goldberg 
Morris Rosenblatt   Miriam Zeitchik 

William Brodofsky   Morton & Carol Brody 

Joseph Haber   Robert & Audrey Haber 
Aaron Solomon   Robert & Helen Solomon 

Bella Apatoff   Robert & Ruth Layman 

Martin Halpern   Rose Halpern 

TRIBUTES 

Thank you to our donors! 

Rosellin Blatt  Minnie Dawson   
Dora Posner Sragow  Ruth Newhouse 

Reuben Sragow  Ruth Newhouse 

Dorthy Rubin  Sheldon & Ruth Rubin 
Samuel Schwartzman  Sonja Schwartzman 

Samuel Sirulnik  Yetta Buckberg 

Joel Waganheim       Zelick & Carol Waganheim 
Michael Waganheim Zelick & Carol Waganheim 

Fannie Waganheim   Zelick & Carol Waganheim 

Louis Wagainheim    Zelick & Carol Waganheim 
  

 

Harold Fink Israel Quest Fund 

In Memory Of  

Malka Arber  Barbara Fink 

 

Nathan Rubinstein Youth Fund 

In Honor Of  

Susan & Gershon Levin's Anniversary  
     & Anniversary of Gershon's Bar Mitzvah 

  Rita Rubinstein 

Robyn & Philip Maslon's Wedding 
  Rita Rubinstein 

Ethan Meltzer's Bar Mitzvah   

  Rita Rubinstein 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

In Honor Of  

Robyn & Philip Maslon's Wedding 

  Julian & Frances Leidman 
 

Siddur or Chumash Dedication 

In Memory Of  

Max & Helen Schwartz Sid & Sue Schwartz 

BUILDING UPDATE  

 Our contractor, Hammen Contracting, and our architectural firm, DCA, completed the detailed drawings of our new synagogue and 

submitted them to the Department of Permitting Services (DPS) in mid-October.  DPS has taken longer than we had expected to review and 

approve our plans.  We received initial comments from all of the disciplines at DPS (architectural, life-safety, electrical, mechanical and 

structural) in early January.  DCA incorporated the modifications requested by DPS and a second submission with revised plans were sub-

mitted last week.  We anticipate this to be the final submission and expect DPS to respond with our approved building permit by mid-

February.  The additional site and grading permits are in review and per our civil engineering firm, A. Morton Thomas & Associates (AMT), 

we are hoping to obtain these approvals by the end of February. 

 We realize that the timeframes that were given to the Congregation during the High Holidays have shifted slightly, but rest assured, 

we have made and are maintaining positive contacts with all of the permitting entities and the process is moving forward. 

Monument Bank has provided us with a loan commitment, which we have accepted.   Construction will begin once the loan is closed (end of 

February) and all approved County permits are in-hand.  It is our Board of Directors position to remain fiscally responsible and not start any 

grading or site work on the property until all permits are approved and we have closed on the loan. 

  As of this writing, the Board of Directors has authorized a contract for the construction of a building that includes a shelled-in sanc-

tuary and chapel.  You may recall that a Committee was recently formed to raise the additional funds needed to complete the sanctuary and 

chapel.  Although very significant progress has been made toward our fund-raising goal of an additional $250,000, we are still approxi-

mately $60,000 short.  This fundraising committee is contacting some members, as manpower allows, to solicit additional funds.  However, 

if you are able to increase your pledge, please do not wait to be called.  You can contact our Capital Campaign Chair, David Ronis at 301-

571-2175 and let him know how much more financial help you can provide. 

 Thank you for your continued support of our shul as we get closer and closer to realizing our dream. 

 

Judy Carroll,  and  Wendy Abraham, 

Project Manager    Relocation Vice President 
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