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FROM THE RABBI 6S STUDY.
Can You Believe It?

Can you believe that after a Kol Nidre sermon 7
years ago, after a demographic study, after search:-
ing for land to purchase, after hiring an architect
and construction company, after many congrega-
tion meetings, after selling our building, after are Stefanie Levy and Amy Schwartz) with 11
months of delay in the permitting offices, after attendees. A tribute to David Ronis certainly,
finding a second construction/architectural firm, and a proud moment for Shaare Tefila.
after revising our permit, after more town hall meetings, and after The program had an interesting component. There was a pane
finding a bank and closing on a loan, that we are finally building ourof rabbis and cantors facilitated by Rabbi Steven Wernick, the
new building? newish Executive Director of United Synagogue of Conservative

Can you imagine all the committees that had to be formed and Judaism. The subject was prayer in our liturgy. Rabbi Wernick
all the members of our congregation who volunteered their time forsaid there are three components to prayer or our liturgy in general:
countless hours of deliberations to ensure that we could sell our  content, participation and style. The content of our services should
building on Lockwood Dr., design a new building, and secure a loarbe traditional in the sense of there should be a sense of familiarity,
all in a way that could be affordable as possible for our members? and there should be room for personal prayer and meditation. It we
Can you also imagine all the work that went into ensuring that our agreed that the various melodies enabled us to set the mood and tc
congregation would still have the variety of religious, social, and emphasize what is felt needed emphasis at that time. As to the rep
educational programming that not only we have come to expect butitiousness, which can be perceived as a negative, Rabbi Wernick
is necessary in forming and maintaining a sense of community?  offered a baseball analogy (I gave a silent, inward gircanaid |
Shaare Tefila Congregation has been in existence forclosetowoul d | ose the point), that dy
60 years. Thank God a few of the charter members are still withusb at 3 00. 0 Whi |l e | candt expla
to remind us of our humble yet strong beginnings. They were a the drift. Once years and years ago, | remember being told that
group of people in Northeast Washington, DC who wanted a syna- every once in a while the whole congregation will have a moment o
gogue to fulfill their Jewish needs and from that created a vibrant, profound spirituality, a true sense of together reaching out to God;
meaningful community. That communitys- wants to ensure that  but that it takes practidethe congregation has to be comfortable
we continue to provide a meaningful Jewish life for Jews today andwith the prayer, relaxed with the words and tilrend then, bang
for the next 60 years. all at once everyone is swaying, smiling, singing and sharing the
We are the only synagogue in the Greater Washington area thahoment. | find those moments rare but often enough to keep me
will have successfully moved twicdrom the city to the suburbs coming back. And | find that Hallel does it for me more than any
and to another suburb. It is amazing what, through sheer force of other aspect of the services, and maybe sometimes Sim Shalom.
will and purpose, we have been able to do. Back to the panel discussion: Focus was also mentioned as
But our work has only begun. somathingtawoékttowards 8 bur rayerso Asrto paracipati@ni its
the building is built. We need to go out and fill the synagogue with was said that our congregations are a mixed group, we should be
our friends and others. We need to spread the word that a congregé&mily friendly and welcome everyone. Some of us like formality,
tion that is warm and welcoming, that supports Jewish life, that en- some like informality; we have to be cognizant of what our different
courages growth and enrichment, is now in Olney. With your help participants might need. Which led into style. One of the panelists

PRESI DENT6S COLUMN

We have so much to be proud of. A little
over a month ago | attended a United Syna-
gogue Seaboard Region Young Leadership
Awards program. Shaare Tefila very proudly
honored our David Ronis (previous honorees

our new building will make our charter members proud! of fered up a wedding reception
might not like every song the band plays, so you wait for one you
With wishes for a restful summer, i ke. 0O
Again, | feel proud of Shaare Tefila because | do believe we
Rabbi Jonah Layman have dealt with these concerns and are continuing to do so. Our
rabbi, our cantor, our Religious Committee headed by Beth
Inside the Shofar Greenfeld, our Religious Committee subcommittees, the Strategic
g'iffi;gfg’gership Egggg Plan_ning Committe_'é all haV(_a and continue to Worl_< to improve our
Rimonim Page 3 services and to satisfy the diverse needs and desires of our congre
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FROM THE SISTERHOOD

It is difficult for me to imagine that my two
years as Sisterhood president is coming to an ¢nd
I't has been a good I|esd
had many successes and some challenges, dipl
our whole ST community, as we tried to provid
the best programs and fundraisers while we dig
not have our permanent home. However, we had each other
the strong presence of friendship within our Shaare Tefila Sist
hood.

Now that the building process is back in motion, we can
breathe easier and start planning for a better and stronger Sistgr-
hood. As I look back I reflect what a strong and vital group we
have been with various programs like: our Membership Dinne
Mot her 6s Day/ Spring Dinner,
B'shevat and Women's Pesach Seders to name a few. Speci
thanks to all the women who served on those various programg fof
their support and dedication to our community.

And |l etds not forget our v
last two years, through scrip, Sisterhood was able to give the d
gregation $8000 each year. Thank yoB#wbara Fink for her
hard work on scrip and Yasher Koach to everyone who bought
scrip and supported our congregation.

In addition, thank you tMarlene SandbergandZella
Shabbasson Rosenberfpr chairing Sisterhood Shabbat this yedr
and everyone who patrticipated.

In addition, special thanks tdarjorie Fuhrmann and her
committeeMeryl Schaffer, Karen Gross, Fran Kensky,and
Ethel Levine for organizing our May dinner.

To all my Sisterhood volunteers and members, | appreciatg
your support and friendship during my term as president. To dur
incoming presidents;ran Kensky andEthel Levine wishing you
continued success with Sisterhood programs and events.

May we all continue to go from strength to strength.
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Deborah Letow

IMPORTANT SHAARE TEF ILA OFFICE INFORMATION

The Shaare Tefila office will be closed JunelB, 2010, while Jill
is out on vacation and Maiyargaret is recovering from surgery.
But d o nddwe stilvlmaveryou covered!

Donations Continue to send them in; cards will be promptly sent out
Scrip sales Contact Barbara Fink 36438-3149.

Membership Renewal, High Holiday Tickets, Bill Payments

please send them in, they will be processed as quickly as possible.
Questions about your bill or Membership RenewalPlease wait

until June 22 to contact Jill.

Minyan, meetings with Rabbi Layman, Cantor Wendi,andother
eventsat the Bresler House will continue as usual.
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SHAARE TEFILA GIFT M EMBERSHIP
With our permits in hand, contracts signed and bank loan clos
is now time for our community to shine. And to help us do th

PHi MgV explrfrhickie? e ®yy@e Mt
Shaare Tefila Gift Membership!
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Any Shaare Tefila household, whose membership is in good stand
ing, can give a one year Gift Membership to a friend or family.
The goal is to have you, our members, help grow the congregation
Look to your friends and neighbors who have shown an interegt in
their Jewish life and give them a gift of membership at Shaare|Te-

fila Congregation.

tisngclud d ndhis Gi7
X%[D%st gqlﬁnlghtﬁs andnpl]rlvntgges oP n?embershm extené: to tHe G
Membership household. This membership group will be able

purchase High Holiday tickets, dinner tickets and the like at th

gﬂemgelrsplq rgt% They vglll b? |p #1 |p ?I&tpe&wmbeash
ppor i es Me n a

are a few |mportant dlfferences outllned below.

How many gifts can | give and what is the time frame?

Each eligible household can give 1 Gift Membership this year.
The gift membership must be redeemed no later than Septem
2010. (Rosh HaShanah starts Wednesday night, September

er G

)

| have someone in mind, what do | do now?
Contact the office with the Gift Membership household informa
tion. We will then send them a Gift Membersluertifi-
cateac k nowl ed gi n donatianwfra ménsbenship; yhéys

in turnwill need to contact our office to activate their membership.

Can | give the gift to any household?

There are some important parameters:

-At least one adult in the household must be Jewish.
-The household cannot currently be a member at another synd-
gogue in the greater Maryland/DC metropolitan area.

-The household cannot be a former member of Shaare Tefila.
-The household cannot be one we have been working with reg
ing their membership.
-It is not available to a family with a child whose Bar/Bat Mitzvgh
is in the year of the Gift.

ard-

Are there any restrictions tjo
The only restriction is Religious School tuition. For the first chjld
in our religious school, the Gift Membership household will pay
the regular tuition rate plus 50% of our subsidy (our subsidy is
equal to 100% of tuition). For any other children they enroll iI}l[
religious school they will pay the regular tuition rate plus 1009

our subsidy (effectively paying double the tuition).

he
of

Whom do | contact?
Contact Cilla Grosberg (36893-8488 or drgmrs@aol.com)
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YOUTH CORNER
Lynn Berk

Bonim, Machar & Kadima groups programming ends in M3

We compete with sports, family events, graduations, etc. in Junfe.

We use the beginning of June to have our staff update the mai
and phone lists, move kids up to the next age group and to beg
plan for next year.

USY will be holding one program in June. It is a very impo
tant program since it involves chapter elections. On Thursday,
17, (all locals school systems should be done with classes by t
USY will hold elections and then spend time in DC. They will

RIMONIM NEWS
Tamar M. Weinsweig
What a month we have had!!!

Passover had left us, and we have been very busy with Yom
Hashoawhere 7th graders had shared some personal experiences
ceremony was r

Y.

ing from the Holocaust MuseunT h e
in tdecause of the 7th graders.

We also commemorated Yom Hazikaron (memorial day for the
fallen Israeli soldiers) where Daniel Mintz and Sarai Pressman blew
Jundhe shofarot in lieu of the siren that blasts throughout Israel on that
hen)day, and Jamey Sultan was our flag beawe were all in awe of

how an experience so foreign to our American born children could

travel by Metro to the city, visit museums, play Frisbee on the fnall still touch and move them so deeply.

and take advantage of all DC has to offer.

Anyone, from entering 9th graders to rising 11th graders, v
is interested in running for the USY Board must conttgecin Berk
by June 10 to receive an election packet. Entering 9th graders
eligible to run for 9th Grade Representative and Chapter Secrg
Election packets talk about the time and responsibility of being
board member, give descriptions of the various jobs and have
that both the student and parent must sign and return before b
eligible to run for office.

The Joint Youth Department of Shaare Tefila and Tikvat Is
is pleased to welcome our new staff for the year beginning July
2010:

Emily Kanner will serve as our USY advisor for the coming
year. She grew up in USY in Natick, Mass, has served as the §

Lag B dwvaseelebrated in a very different way where we

ho all (teachers, children and parents) were gathered at my backyard

for a morning filled with stor
are FOOD- we are Jews afterallWe BBQ6d and roas
tarywell as marshmallowsA special thank you is sent to David Mintz,
a Keith Brooks, Jonathan Solomon and all the other parents who vol-
ormgnteered their time and energy, tents, food, etc to help out on that
bingvery special dayl would also like to thank my mother and my hus-

band who worked many hours before, during and after the event to
Fael help us make it a great success.

1, Yom Yesrushalyim was also a morning filled with fun activities
such as Orange squeezing, pita with Chummus eating, nana tea
making, and arts and craft§Ye made a kotel where the children

bea-posted their own noteslhe notes will be taken to Jerusalem and

board Region Basketball Commissioner this year and staffed

Seaboard Kadima and USY events. The members of our baskétball

anywill be posted on the real Kotel.
Now we are preparing for Shavaah wow, school is just

team got to know her during the basketball season this year. Emilyabout over and the school year has flown by.

will be a senior at the University of Maryland.
Our new Kadimadvisor will beRafi Glazer. He is currently

employed aAJSS, the American Jewish Society for Service, and

was the Kadima advisor at Tifereth Israel in Washington, DC.

has staffed Seaboard Region Kadima and USY programs for t
past several years. Some of our Kadimaniks got to Reftat the
May Zip Lining program that was a joint program between Tife
Israel and our Kadima chapter.

Dara Kahn, the new Machar leader, grew up in the Tikvat
Israel community and is acquainted with many of the children i
our Machar group. She graduated from Syracuse in 2009. She
employed as a journalist at B'nai B'rith International. She is full
excitement and wonderful ideas for the Machar program next y

Danielle Hershwill lead Bonim.Danielle will be a sophomor
at American University this coming year. She worked as an aid
the Tikvat Israel Religious School all through her high school y
and is well acquainted with the majority of the students in the
Bonim age group. She helped out at one or two Bonim progran
this year and had the chance to meet some of the Shaare Tefil
Group Calendar

June 17 USY Elections & Afternoon in DC

As most of you know, | was to leave my post as education di-
rector of Rimonim due to personal family reasons, however, | will
be able to continue in my post as we were able to reduce hours in
office while maintaining high quality performance of the schaol.
am grateful to Rimonim leadership both clergy and lay leaders who
have made it possible for me to keep doing what | love to do every
eth day!

I have come to love the school, the teachers, parents and most

of all children and want to be here as they move up in years, and b
h privileged to witness their 0617
is I am looking forward to a restful summer and a wonderful
of school year 201:2011.
ear

a)

e in
bar

e
e

Happy Birthday to our Youth
Summer Birthdays (June, July & August):

Rachel Borczuch lan Krussman

;Skiljs. Mitchel Buckberg Eytan Layman
Perry Buckberg Samantha Levitt
Naomi Feldman Alycia Levy
Talia Feldman Emily Levy
Jordan Goodman Talia Plotkin

Frankie Hedgepeth Zachary Plotkin

Ivy Krell Taryn Schwartz

Seth Kolmaister Rachel Zarny
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Bob & Audry Haber returned from a 14 day
ruise from San Diego through the Panama Canal t(
» Ft. Lauderdale on board the Celebrity Infinity. They
" had a great timeAudrey retired and was bored so
fshe went back to work.
worlds and looks wonderfuClaire Finkleman at
the Kensington Nursing Home and Rehab Center is
missing everyone. She would love to hear from you. Give her a ca
David Sladeis having a rough time too. He has been in and out of
the hospital. Good to séeggyat t he Si st er hood
dinner May 10. Misse@harlotte Potosky but Moish had a setback
after surgery so she could not attend. We hope they will be able to
celebrate their 89anniversary. They are both good Samaritans and
deserve the best. Get walMpish, we need you and miss you.
Marilyn Pontell is a grandmother again, welcomibggan
Pontell. No details, maybe next time. Mazel Tov, glad good things.
Sheds a great gal. Her Mom i s
Mot her 6s Day di n RaiGoldbékpookihgsof u |
well. RoseHalpern was spotted at the same dinrdarjorie
Fuhrmanndi d a Ayeomandéso job as
a huge success. Installation of Sisterhood officers went smoothly
and it was an outstanding dinner afffdeborah Letow was
thanked for her years a President and gave a lovely speech. Thar
too to our gentlemen who served dinner. Congrats to eur co
President$ran Krensky andEthel Levine. It will be an out-

g

standing couple of years with
the best of luck t&ita Wertleib who has taken over the job of In-
ternational President of Womer

MIKVEH
Review of the DCJCC play
By Rita Frydman

It is opening this weekl saw the preview last nightA very
powerful play leaving you with much food for thought.

ST hieplay was sold dundgring itb entird lsraeli idOJICC ibits t
American premier.t was written by an Israeli playwright.

The Mikveh occurs exclusively in a mikvefthe 6 or 7
lwomen who visit the mikveh throughout the play gradually exp
the intimacies of their liveslt is like peeling an onion seeing the
laydtostripped alvsyThéstoyies are far more complex than ini-
tially revealed. The relationships amongst the women, the disct

tery, mayhem, murder?, menshlikeit.

There is some nudity as the women descend into the mikv
but it feels very natural and personélis not licentious, but an
intricate, important part of the storif.he acting is very complex
dnabtruetd tite characterEhesoendtly ists® clegedyalesigried th
thetmikveh ies@f appears and disappears through lighting tech-
niques, leaving a waiting room for the women as they arrive to
their tum meh@rjtualdathd t he evening was

The on going surprise is the mikveh attendaiitseir lives
have so much more depth than just that of religious, semi relig
kgomen attending to the participants in their monthly batfery
well done! The audience exploded in a lengthy standing ovatio
the conclusion.Great food for thoughtMuch discussion followed

thidpplayn at the o6hel mdo of our sHh
Not to be missed!
6s League. Sheds very deser \
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sions of their homes and lives, are quite rich and replete with mys-
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Happy Anniversary t@Beth GreenfieldandRichard Ifft on their
25" Sisterhood Shabbat was truly outstanding. Thankéaidene
Sandbergand toDr. Zella Shabboson Rosenberg was proud of
our women.

Ellie and Lawrence Alpert had an outstanding trip to Israel.

Sisterhood Shabbat.
Sadie Blicherhad the most beautiful 1&®irthday. What a

Understand that five member couples are accompanying the Rabbiday! She was truly honored by family and frien8adieis deserv-

to Israel, as participants from one Chavurabh, fifteen congregants a
together. We take great pride in the fact thatRaibi Jonah Lay-
know heds t he
he is.

great, now

i ng of all #fkudo sSadieisshap meverp e

st

way. She reads 5 books weekly. She made over 100 laprobes for i
man is President of the Washington Board of Rabbis this year. We men in the V.A. hospital. She was our second sisterhood president.

keeping them for almost 40 years. Daugl@barlotte and family

whol eSHe Wne erg § | h Michaais amtvsist indeshéftshsbeen | ¢

Michelle Peckwas supposed to have eye surgery and it was to think she is amazing, and she is. Many relatives gave her compli-
ments and grandchildren sang to her. It was a lovely tribute and we
doctor found that her retina healed itself. This was only the second were all happy to celebrate with the family at the Woodmont Coun-
try Club. May you go from strength to strength. | understand the

be quite extensive. However, at her-ptggery appointment the

time he had ever experienced this miracle. Paeksfeel so grate-
ful.

Marilyn andHoward Politzer6 s d aliisg is ¢ngaged.
More details when they send it to nsetsyandHe r b Wo |
d a u g hweddingMay 18. Please send details.

Our Mary Margaret in the office is having surgery. We wish
her the bestlill Goldwater is off to Australia and New Zealand.

There were 3 Bar Mitzvahs in May at the Norbeck Country
Club. I 61 1 write about them

Talia Plotkin is going to the University of KentuckZathy
andLanny are excited for heCathy did a wonderful job chairing
the Israeli Shabbat Dinndfran Weis was very appreciative, since
she was busy gettintacokb s Bar Mit zvah set

Dara Grosberglooks beautiful Cilla and Hy were so happy to

k 6

welcome her home from college. It was great to see them in shul for

PAGE 4

kids are planning her 185Love youSadieand keep going.

Don Helfer was honored by Holy Cross Hospital for his 9 yrs

6f volunteer work. So sorry

| write what | see and what | hear. If you want me to put an

article in my column, write to me please. | need your help.
Give to charity.

Take a trip to Israel.

i nSugpertShaaren Detila. .

Wi sh all who
Buy bonds. Buy scrip.

are il firefu

ah

Love you all. See you in shul. Have a good summer. Zei

gueps.undt . LOHi traot

Zipporah
(Florence Gersukipsky)
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SADIE BLICHER

On April 18th, 2010, Sadie Blicher, a Shaare Tefila charter member, celebrated her 100th birthday at Woodmont Coufiitng idurich

was sponsored by her children, daughter Charlotte and son Michael. Michael and Emily Blicher are members of Shaace Telia, t
brating (and enjoying the delchavdurabfursi ebnrdusn cahs) weelrle aMwi oHtataknbe 6asn c
perhaps a quarter of the guests and family members twlkdgede t o
Shaare Tefila as a large part of her life. Thanks, Sadie! You are a large part of our life, too!

IRAN: THE THREAT KEEPS GROWING
By Harry Zubkoff

After the JCRC announced its Project Iran to bring public attention to the growing problem of Iran's threat to its neitfteobtisldle East, to the
world at large and to the state of Israel in particular, there were dozens of articles in the media on this subjeed thihalyas's government is a theo-
cratic dictatorship, that it ruthlessly stamps out dissent, that it represses women and violates all the principlegighksiraad that it continues its effo;[s
to acquire nuclear weapons and to develop long range missiles to carry them. Since then, however, the emphasis ahhaannimeshed and the pu
lic's attention has drifted to other subjects. Well, lest we forget, let us remind you of some recent developmenigsitioas'sjuest for world recognitio
and acceptance.

The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations has recently elected Iran to a seat on the Women's Rights Corotuédlyiotiafgroup
was formerly called the Commission on the Status of Women, but it was getting a bad press so it changed its name.ribes\tsadfsas the UN's prind|
pal global policy making body for, get this, "gender equality and advancement of women...." The US Mission to the UN ohjeetiam to this travesty.
It did not call for a vote but went along with Iran's election by acclamation.

In addition, Iran was one of sixteen new members elected tey&aurterms on the UN's Commission on Science and TechnoloBg¥etopment,
and one of fifteen elected to the governing council ofdbitat, which is the UN's settlements agency. Venezuela, that stehmanpion of democracy
under Hugo Chavez, was also elected to this body. And the UN's Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has seated foyranttsnbetiof including
Iran. Iran also sits on the governing council of the UN Environment Program and on the executive boards of UNICEF abetkkpliNent Program.
The Soviet Union used to boast that it was the "worker's paradise," a claim that the free world saw through. In the Bams lgéamic Revolutionary
Republic claims to stand for the oppressed of the earth while it oppresses its own people mercilessly.

Last month, when it appeared there would be May Day demonstrations in Tehran, the regime rounded up and jailed trade fonextédt them.
Labor Unions in Europe and America, who could be expected to object to such repression of workers' rights by a repnessbeédregthing.

When, not if but when, Iran acquires nuclear weapons, it will become the most powerful regional force in the MiddlesEadticthg the status of
both Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Not only will it dominate the Middle East, it will become a dominant power in the United Batiefis|t can be expected
to increase its overt support for the terrorist groups like Hamas and Hezbollah, and it will most likely try to conirg) hipp Persian Gulf and the Strhit
of Hormuz, through which nearly half the world's oil exports flow. There is also a genuine fear that Iran, which hassprilegniess to supply arms arjd
munitions to those fighting the US in Iraq and Afghanistan, may also be willing to provide nuclear weapons and/or tetdgettogywith missiles, to
those same enemies of the US, as well as to Hugo Chavez in this hemisphere. Such a move would greatly affect theedrgiraqtotié of the Americag.

Until now, neither Europe nor the US has met this challenge head on, but time is growing shorter when the issues suarosigiest for nuclear
weaponry will have to be confronted squarely. There is increasing speculation by many international pundits as tolihethas$dnael may feel com-
pelled to take military action, since it is threatened most directly and specifically by Iran's acquisition of nukes dftectaon by Europe and the US
makes that possibility more likely.

Comments, suggestions or feedback should be directsickiiman or Harry Zubkoff

-
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