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FROM THE RABBI'S STUDY...  

Blogging 

 One advantage to studying and meeting with other rabbis is learning about ñbest practices.ò  We have the op-

portunity to learn from each other about the types of programs we provide, or the ritual practices of our Shabbat ser-

vices, and even how we make ourselves known to the outside community. 

 With the advent and explosion of the internet, it is quite clear that people today get most of their information 

online. Many shop, read the newspaper, and do their banking on their computer. Many get all the information they need 

about their childrenôs schools, cultural events to attend, and religious enrichment off the internet. It is a challenge to our 

sense of what ñcommunityò means. 

 Fifty years ago many synagogues were known as community centers. Jewish life was focused around the shul 

building and kids went every day after school for religious education and other activities. Life is quite different today. We are more geo-

graphically spread out, we have our children involved in a wide range of after school programming, and synagogues now have to be just as 

ñsexyò if not more so than other programs. 

 The combination of lifestyle/demography and internet use makes us, behind the scenes in the synagogue, think outside the box. Part 

of what we do is reactive to what is going on already. We have to be accessible on the internet - not just with a web site but with programs 

and payments. Anything we do personally online we should be able to do with the shul too. 

 But at the same time we need to be proactive. We need to reach out on-line to let people know we are here. Thatôs why I write a 

blog. Granted not many people know about it, but spread the word. Itôs easy to access: www.rabbijonahlayman.blogspot.com 

and youôll find lotôs of information on there about the shul and Jewish life in general. There are recipes and other resources for Jewish living 

as well other suggestions for good places to go on-line. 

 Yet, the more we are in front of the computer with our Facebook ñcommunity,ò the more we have to realize that we need live inter-

action. Thereôs an advantage to connecting whenever we feel like it, but there is enrichment and fulfillment when we do it with other people. 

That will be our message as we move forward with construction of our building and grow in the internet age. But in the meantime, spread the 

word online about us!  

Jonah 

HEAR YE!  HEAR YE! 
TOWN HALL MEETING 

April 27, 2010  7:00 p.m.  
 At Tikvat Israel 

(includes evening minyan) 
 

Everything Youõve Wanted to Know About the dues, building fund, 
and building update 

Be prepared for the vote at ouré 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 
May 4, 2010  7:00 p.m.  

At Tikvat Israel 
(includes evening minyan) 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 You are reading this while nibbling 

on matzos, or anticipating so.  And you are 

reading this knowing our building program has 

been initiated.  We have much to celebrate ï as 

Jews and as members of Shaare Tefila.  We at 

Shaare Tefila have our own Moshe ï Moshe 

(Maury) Potosky ï who pronounced to me 

last year:  ñHope without action is wishful 

thinking.ò (I googled the axiom and found no source, so maybe he 

can claim it.)  He was ever so right.  We have all been hoping for 

permits and loans and contracts, but it is because of the actions of 

Mark Kaufman, Wendy Abraham , Judy Carroll , Max Kantzer, 

Ron Miller, Saul Cohen and many others (I especially want to 

thank our Rabbi Jonah Layman and our Executive Director Jill 

Goldwater for their exceptional above-and-beyond efforts) -  it is 

thanks to their actions that we have achieved what we all hoped for.  

Thank you, I thank you and we all thank you. 

 In my researching happiness for previous articles, I came 

across a study by a University of Pennsylvania psychologist Martin 

Seligman who said ñLaughter and singing and smiling tone the 

group emotionally.  They get them on the same wavelength so they 

can work together more effectively as a group.ò   I wonder if our 

successes have been because we daven together, and when we do, 

we share the singing (obviously) and the laughter and the smiling 

that goes hand-in-hand.  It is evident that our hardy band of work-

ers has an unusual sense of joint empowerment and dependency ï 

the morale reinforced at services perhaps is what kept the team 

cohesive and motivated.  They are exceptional people who work 

and worked exceptionally hard to achieve exceptional results in an 

exceptionally short time.  Remember, it was only last May, less 

than a year ago, that the congregation voted to go ahead with a new 

construction program.  In less than a year, a new architect and 

builder were selected, new drawings were made, new permits ap-

plied for, a new loan was sought, all this by people who work hard 

at their own profession.  I wonôt fault you if you say it is a miracle. 

 I think while all the hard work was going on behind the 

scenes, we were all optimistic about the outcome.  That is why we 

have survived, if not thrived, as a congregation.  A recent study 

published in the journal Circulation ñshowedò that a sunnier out-

look on life is associated with a lower risk of heart disease and 

mortality.ò  Optimists were 9% less likely to develop heart disease 

and 14% less likely to die than their pessimistic counterparts from 

any cause.  And this was not from anecdotal experience.  97,000 

women over the age of 50 were studied for 8 years. 

 I guess Iôm trying to say, not only did our hopeful outlook 

possibly affect the results, it kept us healthier too.  And meanwhile, 

we enjoyed the community we formed, whether at services to-

gether, or sharing other aspects of Shaare Tefila. 

 Hope youôre enjoying your holiday. 

 Call me, write me, give me your ideas, your suggestions, 

and of course your compliments, 
 

Bess Teller, President * President@shaaretefila.org 

(home) 240-342-2352 * (cell) 240-441-7132 

Happy Birthday To Our Youth!  

Julie Ellis 

Elijah Goodman 

Jenny Jones 

Andrew Resnick 
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MIDDLE EAST STUDY GR OUP DISCUSSES CRUCIAL FOR-

EIGN POLICY ISSUES 

 As Conservative Jews, our commitment to a strong, secure, 

and prosperous Israel runs deep.   We may be invested in Israelôs 

success in many ways, but all of us are invested in it emotionally. 

 As Diaspora Jews, we face a powerful temptation to give 

unblinking support to the policies of the Jewish state.  After all, it is 

the Israelis, not us, who face the daily threat of attack and annihila-

tion.  Who are we to presume to know better than they how best to 

cope with that threat? 
 Yet to be effective advocates for Israel in America, we canôt 

rely exclusively on faith and emotion.  We have to be smart as well as 

devout. We have to understand the realities on the ground, here and 

abroad.  We have to become conversant with the nuances of Israelôs 

politics, Americaôs politics toward Israel and the region, and even the 

politics of Israelôs enemies.  And we have to prepare for the rise of a 

new generation, our children and our childrenôs children, who will 

likely be less accepting of the clichés and nostrums of the past. 

 To advance these goals, a small group of Shaare Tefila 

members, with the help and participation of Adult Education vice-

president Adriana Sandler and President Bess Teller, formed a Mid-

dle East Study group late last year.  Meeting once a month at the 

Clarksville home of Debbie and Jesse Stiller, the group tackles a set 

of short readings, drawn from the best recent journalism and scholar-

ship, on a particular issue.  We try to look at both sides of the issue, 

even when theyôre unpopular.  Recent sessions have focused on the J 

Street phenomenon, the settler movement, and the Two-State Solu-

tion.  Upcoming sessions will deal with the Iranian threat and the 

Goldstone Report on Israeli conduct during the Gaza war. 

 These are topics that naturally generate considerable pas-
sion. But by reading and thinking about them systematically and 

comparing notes with other group members, weôve learned a great 

deal.  And that understanding should help us become more effective 

and reliable contributors to a bright future for the Jewish people and 

the Jewish state. 

 We always have room for a few new members, so if what 

Iôve described sounds like it would be of interest, please email me to 

that effect at stiller.jesse@gmail.com. 

Jesse Stiller 

PASSOVER SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Monday, March 29:  7:10 pm candle lighting, no evening service 

Tuesday, March 30:  9:00 am @ Olney Theatre, no eve. service 

Wednesday, March 31: 9:00 am @ Olney Theatre, no evening 

service 

Thursday, April 1:  7:00 am at the Bresler House; 7:45 pm at the 

Bresler House 

Friday, April 2: 7:00 am at the Bresler House; 8:00 pm at Olney 

Elementary School 

Saturday, April 3:  9:00 am at Olney Theatre 

Sunday, April 4:  8:45 am at Leisure World;  7:16 pm candle 

lighting; no evening service 

Monday, April 5 : 9:00 am at Olney Theatre, no eve. Service 

Tuesday, April 6:  9:00 am at Olney Theatre with Yizkor, no eve. 

Service.  Passover ends at 8:16 pm. 

mailto:President@shaaretefila.org
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SCRIP 

What a fundraiser! 

What is it?  Why do we need it? Itôs money for money!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We raise an average of $10,000 a year for 

Shaare Tefila. 

Letôs triple this amount.  We can do it with your help. 

Just call one of our distribution points. 

We can meet for delivery. 

It is easy to use at any of the following locations: 

 

Giant ï Hanahreum - Kosher Mart - Lotte - Magruders Shalom - 

Shaulôs ï Shoppers ï SuperFresh 

 

SCRIP IS AVAILABLE: 

Shaare Tefila Office  301-593-3410 

Judy Beiser  301-593-6151 

Barbara Fink  301-438-3149 

Rita Rubenstein  301-816-9686 

Bob Solomon  301-622-5118 

(For more information ï call Ellie Alpert 240-683-7912) 

Shaare Tefla Congregation 

ANNUAL YOM HASHOAH OBSERVANCE  
  

9:00 am Saturday, April 10th, 2010 

Special Shabbat Service 
Olney Theatre 

 

9:30 am to 12:00 noon Sunday Morning, April 11, 2010 

FILM SCREENING  

Blessed is the Match:  The Life and Death of Hannah Senesh 
Buffington Building, Olney, Maryland  

9:30 am Bagel Brunch followed by film screening  

 

Blessed is the Match is the Winner of the "Audience Award for Best 

Documentary" at National and International Film Festivals includ-

ing:  New Jersey, Houston, Pittsburgh, Denver, San Diego, Tucson, 

Atlanta, Washington and Hong Kong. 
 

Please RSVP for the film by April 7, 2010.  301-593-3410 x104 or 

mmbayo@shaaretefila.org 

This program is generously sponsored by 

Lisa & Dovid Arber, in memory of Dovidôs parents, Pinchas & 

Malka Arber  

Betty & Randy Balin, in honor of Dora Bukiet Weinryb and the 

Bukiet family and in memory of Paul Weinryb and the Wein-

ryb family , parents of Betty Balin 

Cilla & Hyman Grosberg,  in memory of Cilla Grosbergôs mother 

Sara Baumgart, Hyman Grosberg father Manny Gros-

berg...and in honor of Cilla's father Jonas Baumgart and 

Hyman's mother Sheila Grosberg 

Ethel & Ira Levine, in memory of Ethel Levineôs parents, Ben & 

Jenny Dornbush Jacobs.  
Zella Shabasson & Julian Rosenberg in memory of Zella's parents 

Lifcha Najman Shabasson and Levek Shabasson 

 ABOUT HANNAH SENESH 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In 1944, Hannah was living safely in Palestine, but she was 

worried about her family still in Hungary and she volunteered for a 

clandestine military mission to parachute into Yugoslavia, sneak 

across the border into Hungary and attempt to rescue the Jewish 

community--including Catherine, her mother--and lead them to 

safety. The film makes the point that, shamefully, this was the only 

such military rescue mission attempted during World War II. 

 Unfortunately, Hannah was captured while trying to cross 

the border from Yugoslavia to Hungary and was immediately im-

prisoned by the Hungarian fascists. She spent the remainder of her 

life in prison, actually incarcerated across a court from her mother. 

Hannah refused to disclose any information about the mission or 

secret radio codes that might put her compatriots in harms way. As 

the war was coming to an end, she was shot to death. 

 Filmmaker Roberta Grossman creates a truly moving me-

morial to Hannah by using archival footage and photographs to in-

troduce us to her and to show us what her comfortable well-to-do 

childhood was like, and how that began to change with the death of 

her father and the increasing influence of fascism in Hungary. Han-

nah was a joyful and courageous young woman, a gifted poet and 

diarist. 

 

 

A Modern Joan of Arc 

 Hannah is often referred to as a modern Joan of Arc, but in 

some ways her story is more reminiscent of that of another well 

known Holocaust victim, Anne Frank, whose diaries have moved so 

many and inspired theatrical production and film. 

 Like Anne, Hannah expressed her thoughts, beliefs and 

dreams in diaries that survived her. Grossman laces the films voice 

over narration--read by the wonderful Joan Allen--with Hannahôs 

poems and excerpts from her diaries. To show important moments 

in Hannahôs life--including what happened during her mission and 

imprisonment--Grossman effectively weaves dramatic reenactment 

into the filmôs narrative line. The reenactments are very well acted 

and beautifully shot. We also get to meet Hannahôs mother, who 

survived her daughter and speaks of her poignantly, and several 

other survivors who were imprisoned with Hannah. 

 Hannah is a revered heroine in Israel and Hungary, but 

sheós not as well known here in the U.S. This beautiful tribute film 

should change that, and itôs about time. 
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RIMONIM NEWS  

Amy Schwartz, Education VP 

 

 We are sad to announce that 

Tamar Weinsweig, Rimonim Director, 

will be leaving at the end of this school 

year.  We have come to know Tamar and 

appreciate everything she has done for the 

school.  She will be missed. 

 

 I know my children appreciated the snow days - both 

"regular" school as well as religious school.  Just as public schools 

add days to the  calendar to make up for lost time, we are doing the 

same for Rimonim.   The school year was supposed to end on May 

23rd, however we have extended it to June 6th.  This adds two 

Wednesdays and one Sunday.  We will also be extending the school 

day on Sundays by 15 minutes by moving the start time from 9:45 

to 9:30. 

 

FROM THE SISTERHOOD  

 Thank you to Rabbi Tirza Schmelzer-

Covel for hosting our much postponed Tu 

Bôshevat Seder and to everyone who attended .   It 

was an enjoyable afternoon.  

 Thank you to Adriana Sandler for ar-

ranging and hosting the Purim study and craft pro-

gram.  We enjoyed waving our flags to honor 

Vashti and Ester during the reading of the Megilla.  

 Sunday, April 11, is the Seaboard Spring Event at Temple 

Beth-El in Richmond, VA.   Anthropologist and Judaic scholar Dr. 

Vanessa Ochs will speak and after lunch, there will be a tour of the 

Virginia Holocaust Museum.  There will not be a Seaboard confer-

ence this year. 

  The next Rosh Chodesh meeting is April 17, please join 

us, Beth Greenfeld will be the facilitator.  Monday, April 26, 7pm 

is our monthly board meeting at Marjorie Fuhrmannôs home. 

 Thank you to everyone who helps with Kiddush shopping, 

set up and cleanup. 

 And as always buy Scrip; it is our biggest fund raiser.  

Sisterhood has already given $5,000 to the synagogue.  Please help 

us raise more-you have to buy food anyway!!  

 

BôShalom, 

Deborah Letow 

YOUNG LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION RECEPTION  

Bess Teller 

 On Sunday, April 25 at 5:00 p.m., at Chizuk Amuno Con-

gregation in Baltimore, our very own David Ronis will be honored 

at a Young Leadership Recognition Reception.  David has exhib-

ited outstanding commitment to our congregation, to Judaism and to 

the Conservative movement - and we want to show up in numbers 

to show our partners across the Seaboard Region that we come out 

for our own.  

 The cost is $54 per person with heavy hors d'oeuvres 

served.  Please let me know that you are coming and I'll help form 

car pools 

 Please join Jonah and me as we honor Shaare Tefila's 

award recipient. 

YOUTH CORNER  

Lynn Berk  

The year is just speeding by. It seems like we just had our 

Opening Programs and here I am writing for the April Shofar. We 

are past the half way point in the year and it has been a great year. 

Combining Shaare Tefila and Tikvat Israel Youth Departments has 

been huge success.! 

We have had large numbers of children and adults showing 

up for everything we have run so far this year. The Mama Doni 

Concert & Brisket Dinner was very successful and the Chinese 

Food & Movies held on Christmas Eve attracted over 100 people. 

USYôs Purim Macaroni & Cheese Grogger Sale raised $450 for 

Tikun Olam, the USY International Charity and we donated over 

250 boxes of Mac & Cheese to the Manna Food Bank. The turnout 

for the joint Purim Carnival filled the Social Hall to capacity with 

young families, youth group members & grandparents. Everyone 

seemed to be having a great time.  

All of our group events have been very successful . We 

have sent one of the largest delegations to the Fall & Spring 

Kadima Kallahs, to the USY Fall Convention and to Kadimaôs Sat-

urday Night Live. Our Shaare Tefila/Tikvat Israel basketball team is 

undefeated.  

 We are working hard to continue to be successful and plan 

interesting, exciting and creative programs for the remainder of this 

program year. 
 

GROUP CALENDARS 

Bonim 

April 18  Israeli Program- featuring Israeli crafts & food. 
 

Machar 

April 18 Rock Climbing ï at the parents request this 

snowed out program has been rescheduled. We 

will be going to the Rockville Climbing Gym. 
 

Kadima 

April 11  Bowling 

April 25  Regional Day At Kingôs Dominion 
 

USY 
April 3 Pesach Lounge Night ï Passover Snacks & 

Baked Goods, Movies, Hanging out with friends 

April 18 Tikkun Olam Car Wash  @ Shell Station  on 

Georgia right before Rt. 108 

April 25 Regional Day At Kingôs Dominion 




