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FROM THE RABBIôS STUDY... 
Dedication  
 
 5771 - the new Jewish year - will be an exciting 
one for Shaare Tefila! Our building is under con-
struction and should be ready to occupy by summer 
time. It will be 5 years at that point since we sold 
our building on Lockwood Dr. and began our wan-
dering through the buildings of Olney and Kensing-

ton.  
 Through this long process it is thanks to you - the dedicated mem-
bers of Shaare Tefila - that we have managed to survive and thrive. 
You continue to attend services, you continue to participate in pro-
grams, and you continue to sit on committees. You have enabled our 
shul to continue to be a source of education, spirituality, and sociali-
zation for you and our new community in Olney. 
 Another factor in our transition success has been your generosity. 
At the risk of ignoring everyone in the shul, I do want to highlight 
what one of our members recently did. Sadie Blicher is one of our 
charter members. Sadie  and her husband Barney  (may he rest in 
peace) were among the founders of Shaare Tefila when it was in 
Northeast Washington, DC. They raised money to build our first 
building on Riggs Rd. Then when it was decided to move to Silver 
Spring they raised money for the building on Lockwood Dr. So far, 
two buildings and two building funds. Now it is 2010 and we just 
celebrated Sadieôs 100th birthday (as they say ñbiz a hundred und 
tzfantzig,ò till 120!) and Sadie  has paid the new building fund com-
mitment in full! 
 Thatôs right - this is Sadieôs third building fund and she had no 
hesitation about fulfilling that financial obligation. As she told Jill 
Goldwater after the payment was received, ñI have great feelings for 
Shaare Tefila.ò And with her usual sense of humor she added that 
she wasnôt sure sheôd make it for 6 years, but sheôs aiming for 5 and 
she wanted to be sure that Shaare Tefila got the money! 
 Sadieôs commitment and dedication should inspire us as this new 
year begins. We have lots of dreams and hopes for the coming year, 
especially regarding our shul. Those dreams become reality with the 
support of members like Sadie . At 100 years old she remembers her 
60-year association with Shaare Tefila. Her love of the shul hasnôt 
waned and we are grateful that Sadie  still sees the value of shul 
membership! 
 

With wishes for a happy & healthy new year, Rabbi Jonah Layman  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 Hope you all had a wonderful summer and I 
wish us all a Good New Year.   
 Part of our High Holiday tradition has been to 
honor two members of our congregation, mem-
bers who have participated, usually by volun-
teering, in an exceptional manner, to an excep-
tional high level.  We have done this by calling 
each one to the Torah at Simchat Torah ï one 

as the chattan (groom) and one as the kallah (bride) of the Torah, 
one at the last aliyah of the Torah and one as the first, letting us all 
start all over.  We are blessed with many valuable members ï itôs 
always been hard to name only two each year.  Some of our previ-
ous honorees have been (most recently) Judy Carroll  and Max 
Kantzer (and the year before) Rhea Siers and Susan Goldsamt .  
Before that: Arthur Bresler, Gershon Levin, Andrea Tilles  (of 
blessed memory), Saul Cohen, Ron Miller, Hyman Grosberg, 
Beth Greenfeld  and Bill Goldstein . 
 I am proud to announce this yearôs Simchat Torah honorees:  Cilla 
Grosberg and Paul Tilles .  One can say it is almost an obvious 
choice ïand for very different services that they provide for us. 
 Paul Tilles has been a member of Shaare Tefila for 32 years serv-
ing on the Board of Directors, Religious Committee and as Religious 
Vice President.  Before we left Lockwood Drive, he was a regular at 
the Tuesday morning minyan for many years.   For the past 24 
years, he has coordinated the weekly Shabbat Torah readings; it is a 
rare Shabbat when we arenôt blessed by Paulôs reading.  During the 
absence of clergy, especially in the summer when both the rabbi and 
cantor might be away, Paul  does it all ïfrom setting up the room to 
announcing pages, to greeting at the door, distributing aliyahs and 
siddurim and humashim, collecting books and putting it all away.  
And of course reading Torah. 
 He views his service to Shaare Tefila as a continuation of a long 
line of dedicated individuals including Harry Shulman, Harry Yolles, 
Nathan Rubinstein  and his beloved wife Andrea .  May their memo-
ries all be for a blessing. 
 Cilla Grosberg was born in Israel and earned her degree in Psy-
chology and Education from the University of Maryland.  She has 
worked in Public Relations, Sales and currently she is Vice President 
and Office Manager of Hyman J. Grosberg , D.D.S., P. C.  Cilla  has 
been a member of Shaare Tefila for almost 20 years. Both her chil-
dren attended ST Nursery School and Religious School through 
grade 12, and they were also active in United Synagogue Youth 
groups at Shaare Tefila. Cilla  is currently the Administration Vice 
President, as well as Chair for Ways and Means and Chair for Mem-
bership (including Publicity).  Sheôs also on the Finance Committee 
and Personnel Committee.   She has been instrumental in organiz-
ing, marketing and running such events as Las Vegas Night, Sock 
Hops, Dinner Honoring 55 Years at the Lockwood Location, Art Auc-
tions and Swing Dance Fundraiser to name a few.   
Call me, write me, give me your ideas, your suggestions, and of 
course your compliments, 
 
Bess Teller, President 
President@shaaretefila.org  
(home) 240-342-2352  
(cell) 240-441-7132  
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Sisterhood   

 The March, 2010 edition 
of Moment asks ñWhat 
does Judaism teach us 
about envy?ò  Rabbi Ger-
shon Winkler writes that 
envy challenges us to dis-
cover our uniqueness and 
encourages us to appreci-
ate the special attributes 
that we have to offer. This 
got me thinking about 

Shaare Tefilaôs Sisterhood, wondering where envy fits into 
our groupôs thinking. 
 On a sultry June Sunday, Fran and I were invited to an ori-
entation sponsored by the Seaboard Region of Womenôs 
League.  Neither of us was eager to attend, truth be told.  
Weôd both been successful co-presidents before and had 
survived our terms with relatively little turmoil. We both work 
full time and this was a precious Sunday. Didnôt the Sea-
board hierarchy know that our synagogue was in flux, with no 
physical home yet?  What did these people expect of us? 
 We went reluctantly and were joined by Marjorie Fuhr-
mann , a Seaboard officer and Sisterhood member from our 
congregation.  In the back of my mind, I was thinking of 
Rabbi Winklerôs article, fully prepared to be limited by my 
own envy of other shulsô programs. 
 Much to my surprise, the participants were very compli-
mentary of our Sisterhood!  Our weekly Kiddush delivery re-
ceived much attention as women asked us how we managed 
to do what we did so effectively.  As they grilled us for ideas, 
we were pleasantly surprised and comforted. The thought of 
envy was left at the door of the meeting room! 
 Preparations for the December, 2010 Biennial Convention 
in Baltimore were discussed.  The focus will be on Kehillah 
Kedoshah: Celebrating Community Woman to Woman.  One 
Womenôs League tradition is to award the Jewels in the 
Crown Award to Sisterhoods which demonstrate achieve-
ment in several categories.  With our on-going Sisterhood 
projects of educational programming, community support and 
initiatives, it is readily apparent that our Sisterhood already 
shines with jewels! 
 We have what it takes to sparkle right in our own syna-
gogue.  With our donations to support Torah Fund and edu-
cation scholarships for our students to visit Israel, our Books 
for Baltimore sponsorship (see Deborah Letow for more de-
tails), our upcoming plan to make food for Womenôs shelters, 
and our contribution of over $10,000 yearly to the Shaare 
Tefila coffers (see Barbara Fink for Scrip information), we 
shimmer, radiating the gleam of our investment in Conserva-
tive Judaism and our Sisterhood!  Envious?  Not really! 
 With our membersô level of participation and commitment to 

THE SHOFAR  

Shaare Tefila Congregation 

10881 Lockwood Drive*Silver Spring, MD 20901  

 Vol. 59 No.1* Sept 2010 * Pub. 10/year 

our organization, we can sense the excitement for the New 
Year.  Our calendar, which you should have already received 
in the mail, highlights the wide array of activities we have 
planned for this year.   All summer, our members have taken 
active ownership in coordinating these programs, clearly 
demonstrating the hard work already invested by their com-
mittees.  Our hats are off to them for their hard work.  They 
are an exemplary group and we thank them-true gems all! 
 We urge you to join Sisterhood this year, to bask in the 
glow of our organization as we demonstrate our unique attrib-
utes and work together in our community of women.  On be-
half of your Shaare Tefila Sisterhood, we wish you all a sea-
son of meaningful Yom Tovim. Join us as we make the 2010-
2011 year one which radiates with the glow of commitment to 
Sisterhood.  See you at the Paid-Up Dinner and at events 
sprinkled all through the year. 
 All the best,  
 *Ethel Levine  &  Fran Kensky  
 Sisterhood Co-Presidents 
*this monthôs Shofar articleôs author 
 
SISTERHOOD MITZVAH PROJECT 
 This December is the Bi-annual Women's League convention, this 
year in Baltimore, because Seaboard is the host.  Every convention 
has a mitzvah project. This year's mitzvah project is Books for Balti-
more. WL is working with Scholastic Books to buy books for 3rd 
graders for $3 each.  Sisterhood is asking for donations in multiples 
of $3; a donation of Chai-$18 will provide books for six students who 
would otherwise not be able to own their own book.   
 Book titles have been selected to reflect the appropriate reading 
levels and cultural interests of students in urban Baltimore.  The 
goal of  Women's League is to purchase 7000 books. We have 
raised $228 so far. 
 You do not have to be a Sisterhood member to donate.  All dona-
tions greatly appreciated. Checks should be made out to Shaare 

Tefila Sisterhood and can be given to Deborah Letow . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch with the Construction Crew  
 Tuesday, August 3, Sisterhood had lunch with  BGW.  Those of 
us able to attend enjoyed meeting and talking with the construction 
crew. We met the guys working on the sewers, the concrete and 
other workers.  They were very appreciative of the lunch (even 
though I forgot the plates).  
 Bob Hammen, our general contractor, was able to join us. If you 
get a chance  to visit and talk with them, it adds to the excitement of 
watching  the building go up.   
 
Deborah Letow, Sisterhood 
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MEET OUR BAT MITZVAH  

 Rachael Schindler  is an 8th 
grade student at the Charles E. 
Smith Jewish Day School. 
 She plays the piano, dances, 
cooks and sings. She is a mem-
ber of Upbeat Unlimited and en-
joys performing in shows with her 
Musical Theater Center  friends.  
 She volunteers at the Tree-
house and enjoys watching any-
thing on the cooking channel and 

video-chatting with friends.  
 Her brother Adam  (26) and sister Shari  (23)are a big part 
of her life too.  Rachael  is happy to have all her family who 
traveled from Massachusetts and Atlanta as well as her local 
family join her in  this wonderful simcha.  
 She will celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, September 
4, 2010, 9:00 am at Norbeck Country Club. 

Dear Officers, Board & Members of Shaare Tefila, 
 

 Thank you so much for the cards, the calls and the concern 
at my illness.  At this stage, your good wishes and prayers 
are very much needed.  I know after my situation is stabi-
lized, I will be in need of the services of the wonderful Che-
sed committee, as well. 
 I hope to be able to see you very soon, 
 

BôShalom, 
Gershon Levin  

Dear Shaare Tefila Congregation, 
  

 Our family is grateful for the generous donations in loving 
memory of our mother, Florence Perman, z'l.  We appreciate 
that you will include our thanks in the September Shofar of 
Shaare Tefila. 
 We acknowledge her many friends, including the Freyliche 
Knaidlach, Ruth Newhouse, Anne and Jules Cohen, Har-
riet and Marvin Roth, and Maurice and Charlotte Po-
tosky .  Our mother looked forward with anticipation to the 
rebuilding of Shaare Tefila .  She was dedicated to its goals 
and deeply connected to the Jewish people, 
 

With gratitude, 
Cantor Hasha Musha Perman, Lily & Jesse  
Dr. Gerald and Bonnie S. Perman, Alissa & Aaron  

Happy Birthday to our Youth  
September Birthdays 

Jonas Buckberg     
Isaac Krell         
Austin Levin       
Joshua Lieberman   
Alexander Popeck  
Rachael Schindler  
Jonathan Tober  
Gary Weiser  

Join Shaare Tefila  
For a Morning of Spiritual Growth  

Tashlich Service at Lake Needwood  
 

Sunday, September 12, 2010, 10:00 am 
 

A Time for Reflection  
 

 The High Holidays are a time of great reflection.  We invite 
you to take the opportunity, between now and our Tashlich 
program, to put your thoughts and wishes for Shaare Tefila 
Congregation down on a single sheet of paper.   Include past 
memories of Shaare Tefila experiences or people that 
touched your life within the congregation; share your emo-
tions at the present time; share your wishes for the future of 
our community.   
 This is your chance to create a lasting Shaare Tefila per-
sonal legacy and we encourage you to take the time to reflect 
and write.  We intend to place these writings in the corner-
stone of our building as a special keepsake representing the 
Shaare Tefila Community of 2010/2011 who participated in 
the building of our new home.  
 In addition, please let us know if you are willing to have 
your piece shared as part of our program that morning and/or 
if you are willing to have a copy placed in a keepsake book to 
be made available in future years.    
 
10:00 am at Area 2 for bagels and juice 
($5/person; please RSVP to the office if you are partici-
pating in the light brunch ) 
 
10:30 am Taschlich service  
(no cost ) 
 

For additional information please contact Lisa Arber at 
arberld@aol.com or 301-570-8422. 

 

Calling All Shaare Tefila Sociable Singles  
Let's form a  Chavurah  

Interested? Please email me at gpontell@comcast.net 
or call me at 410-964-9898 

Looking forward to forming this new chavurah with you! 
  
More Chavurot groups (couples, young families, special interests) 
can be formed.  Please contact me if you would like to have the joy, 
fun, and Shaare Tefila community feeling of being a part of a Cha-
vurah group. 
  
Marilyn Pontell & Ellie Alpert  
Membership Committee 
 
 

Chavurah Sept 2010, by Deanna Alpher  
 Our Chavurah had a lovely Shabbat dessert at the home of Do-
reen  and Lenny Feldman . Our group always finds a lot to discuss 
and to laugh about.  This evening was no exception. Prodded by our 
lively speaker, Leslie Milk , lifestyle editor of "Washingtonian Maga-
zine," she let us in on some of her observations doing interviews 
with Larry King , Sharon Stone , Daryl Green and so many others. 
She also had us in stitches discussing her book, It's her wedding but 
I'll cry if I want to - A survival guide for the mother of the bride. 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
 LôShana Tova!  It is time to bring you up to date on what is hap-
pening at the office.   
 We say ñlôhitraotò to Mary-Margaret Bayo who has been our ad-
ministrator for the past 2.5 years.  Her last day will be September 2.   
 As some of you know, I have a penchant for hiring administrators 
with double first names starting with ñMary.ò  Not wanting to break 
my record, I am pleased to announce that Mary Beth Mason will be 
returning as our administrator.  She can be reached at x1104 or via 
email:  mbmason@shaaretefila.org. 
 Our office hours continue to be: 
Monday ï Thursday 1:00 ï 5:00 pm; Friday 9:00 am ï 1:00 pm 
 If you want to come in before 1:00 pm, please call to see if I am in 
the office (x1101). 
 

Jill Goldwater  
Executive Director 
 

Dear Shaare Tefila Congregation, 
 I want to thank all of you for sharing the intimate moments of your 
families lives with me for the past 2 ½ years. My time working at 
Shaare Tefila has been one of learning and personal growth and I 
am forever grateful.  
 I wish only the best for you all in your new building, how exciting it 
will be! I will miss all of you dearly, but am looking forward to a new 
chapter in my life.   Sincerely,  Mary-Margaret Bayo  

SIMCHAT TORAH  
Honor our KALLAH AND CHATTAN  

at services, Friday, October 1, 9:00 am, Olney 
Theatre  

 
Mazel Tov!  

Cilla Grosberg  
 
 
 
 
 

Mazel Tov!  
Paul Tilles  

JOIN SHAARE  TEFILA CONGREGATION THIS YEAR FOR THE 
HIGH HOLIDAY FAREWELL  TOUR! 

 
Sôlichot ï Saturday, September 4 
9:30 pm at Tikvat Israel.   Program: The conductor of the De-
fiant Requiem will talk about his experience putting on this 
show. (See article below) 
 
Rosh Hashanah  
Wednesday, September 8 6:00 pm ï Einstein High School 
Thursday, September 9, 9:00 am ï Einstein High School (no 
evening service) 
Friday, September 10, 9:00 am Temple Emanuel 
  
Shabbat , Friday, September 10, 6:00 pm Temple Emanuel 
Saturday, September 11, 9:00 am Temple Emanuel 
 
Tashlich , Sunday, September 12, 10:00 am at Lake Need-
wood 
 
Yom Kippur  
Friday, September 17, 6:45 pm Sherwood High School 
Saturday, September 18, 9:00 am Sherwood High School 
 
Sukkot  
Wednesday, Sept. 22, No evening service 
Thursday, Sept. 23, 9:00 am at Olney Theatre followed by 
Kiddush in the Laymansô Sukkah 
Friday, Sept. 24, 9:00 am at Olney Theatre 
 
Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah  
Wednesday, Sept. 29, No evening service 
Thursday, Sept. 30, 9:00 am & 6:30 pm at Olney Theatre 
Friday, October 1, 9:00 am at Olney Theatre 

SHAARE  TEFILA AND 
TIKVAT ISRAEL  CONGREGATIONS 

SôLICHOT 5770 
 

9:30 ï 11:30 pm  Saturday Evening, September 4, 2010 
At Tikvat Israel, 2200 Baltimore Road, Rockville, MD 

 

Conductor Murry Sidlin Tells the Story of a Heroic Choir  
 

 With a smuggled musical score, Rafael Schaechter, a Jewish 
prisoner at Terezinstadt concentration camp, conducted a choir of 
Jewish prisoners in Verdiôs Requiem Mass for 16 performances.  
Who was this brave conductor?  Why the Requiem? How did a cho-
rus thrive under such dire conditions? 
 These are the questions that intrigued Murry Sidlin, Dean of the 
School of Music at Catholic University of America.  His journey of 
discovery is amazing and will move and inspire you.  He will speak 
about his findings in conjunction with a short film about his concert 
drama, Defiant Requiem: Verdi at Terezin, which will be performed 
to a sold out audience at the Kennedy Center in October. 
 

9:30 ï 9:50 pm Refreshments in the Social Hall 
10:00 pm ï Mr. Sidlinôs presentation in the Sanctuary 
11:00 pm ï Sôlichot service 
 

This program is jointly sponsored by 
Shaare Tefila and Tikvat Israel Congregations. 
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Rabbi and Mrs. Jonah Layman & Family 
Cantor Emeritus Gershon E. and Susan D. Levin & 

Family 
Cantor Wendi and Gigi Fried 
Rose Halpern and Family 
Jill Goldwater and Steve Prensky 
Richard, Wendy, Steven and Shira Abraham 
Ellie and Larry Alpert 
Frances Berger 
Michael, Susan, Randy and Craig Binder 
Arthur Bresler  
Judy Bresler 
Alvin Cherrnay 
Sherry and Saul Cohen & Family 
Jeanette Diamond  
Paul and Sara Dick 
Jay and Joyce Feinstein & Family 
Al and Marilyn Fields 
Barbara Fink 
Mildred and Irving Flyer 
Marjorie, Mark and Josh Fuhrman 
Charlie and Fran Futrovsky 
Manny and Biddie Ginsburg & Family 
Rosalie Goldman & Family 
Morton and Ina Goldstein  & Family 
Joan Gould & Family 
Hy and Cilla Grosberg, Daniel & Dara 
Audrey and Robert Haber & Family 
Barbara and Bill Harkaway & Family 
Don and Carol Helfer 
Dennis and Sharon Kaye & Family 
Fran, Stan, Jason, Lauren & Hariel Kensky 
Marilyn and George Kessler 
Bernice V.  Kisliuk & Family 
Ricardo and Marianne Kleiner & Family 
Al Kliman 
Clarence and Gilda Kuritzky 
Rita and Richard Lehr 
Fran and Julian Leidman & Family 
Deborah Letow 
Shirley and  Sig Liberman & Family 
Joan and Milton Lichtman & Family 
Liane Lunden & Family 
Harriett & Ed Neufeld 
Ruth Sragow Newhouse 

 
 
 
 
 
Anita Okrend  
Roy and Michele Peck 
Joy and Art Podolsky  
Marilyn Pontell  & Family 
Sylvia Adler Potash & Family 
Maurice and Charlotte Potosky & Family 
Stanley and Doris Rosen & Family 
Jerry and Micheline Rosenthal & Family 
Stan and Zelda Rosenthal & Family 
Rita Rubinstein and Family 
Andy and Marlene Sandberg & Family 
Alan and Adriana Sandler 
Helen and Henry Sandler  
May and Norton Savage 
Meryl Schaffer 
Shelley and Marvin Schneider & Family 
Sid and Sue Schwartz & Family  
Charlotte and Lionel Shapiro & Family 
Ralph and Ecille Shapiro & Family  
Robert and Helen Solomon 
Elaine and Harold Stein    
The Stiller Family 
Bill, Ben, Zack, Daniel and Amy Sumner 
Ila Swartz & Family 
Bess and Jack Teller & Family 
Irving and Janet Torchinsky 

Marilyn and Howard Politzer, Shirley, Lisa and Gary 
Linda and Chet Katz, Martin, Joanna and Josh Rubin 
Susan and Elliott Prissman and Bonnie 
Sally and Yossi Schtevie, Annie, Jacob, and Helly 
Joyce Torchinsky and Joseph 
David and Laura Torchinsky, Shira and Rina 
Annette Torchinsky and Alexander 
Jay Torchinsky 

Zelick and Carol Waganheim 
Lionel and Eileen Weinstock & Family 
Lois and Ken Zajic 
Harry and Jeanette Zubkoff 

LôSHANA TOVAH TIKATEVU  

5771 




