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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY
Rabbi Jonah Layman

In continuing our caution, and with the
consideration of the safety of our
membership, Shaare Tefila will continue to
require face coverings regardless of
vaccination status. This policy will
continue to be reviewed over time. Thank
you for continuing to help us protect
everyone at Shaare Tefila.

November 2021 - Cheshvan/Kislev 5782
PRESIDENT
Perry Sandler

Thanksgiving?

I know that Thanksgiving is more than the food. Though, like
you, I love turkey and stuffing, watching football, and
gathering with family on the holiday, I do know that
Thanksgiving is more than a family gathering. Not only do we
recall the legendary first meal the Pilgrims ate in
Massachusetts, but we also recall the more important theme
of gratitude. Reminiscent of our Fall harvest festival, Sukkot,
Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful for our own personal
bounty.
But can we be thankful this year? As of this writing – though
Montgomery County leads the nation in vaccination rates –
we are still living with mask and other COVID mandates.
Hospitalization rates are still high and a new variant is
making its way around the country. Though children ages 511 are about to be permitted to be vaccinated, we are still a
long way off from being able to gather with large crowds
safely.
Climate change is real and is threatening our world. Water
levels are rising, drought is more widespread, temperatures
are soaring, and the polar ice caps are melting. The longterm health of our planet is greatly at risk and our country
and other large, industrialized countries around the world
need to take the lead in mandating new environmental
policies to save our globe.
Our own nation’s political system is broken. No matter your
political party preference, you must admit that Congress is
non-functional. It’s been a long time since we’ve been able
to take pride in our government and it’s been even longer
since we have been proud of our political leaders. So many
issues obviously need addressing – police reform, racism,
infrastructure, to name a few – and it is inexcusable that our
elected officials cannot get anything done.
So how can we be thankful? How can we enjoy Thanksgiving
with such personal, national, and global issues weighing on
us? One way to do so is to understand that sometimes when
we are grateful, we are also hopeful. We can express our
gratitude for the blessings of health and family. We can
express gratitude for being able to celebrate with small
gatherings of family and friends. At the same time, we can
express our hope that these blessings will increase. We can
express hope that we can be inspired to advocate for
positive change in the world. We can express hope that our
leaders will be motivated to take a courageous political
stance and begin to be forces for good. We can express hope
that next Thanksgiving will be an even happier and healthier
holiday.
Wishes for a hopeful and blessed Thanksgiving.
Rabbi Jonah Layman

I apologize to those who appreciate my monthly attempt at
humor, but today I have something far more important to
discuss.
What is TRUST?
This simple five-letter word can be a noun or a verb. What
do various dictionaries say about TRUST?
“Trust is the confidence in the honesty or integrity of a
person or thing.”
“A belief that someone or something is reliable, good,
honest, effective, etc.”
“The ability to rely upon or place confidence in someone or
something.”
“A reliance on the integrity, strength, ability, surety, etc. of a
person or thing; confidence.”
What is INTEGRITY?
“Integrity is the quality of being honest and having strong
moral principles; moral uprightness.”
What does HONESTY mean?
“Being honest is being free of deceit and untruth.”
Recently, we discovered that we couldn’t place TRUST in one
of our employees. He hadn’t been HONEST with us and did
not demonstrate INTEGRITY.
While most of us were extremely pleased with the services
that the employee provided, and there is no evidence that
there were any financial improprieties, we had our general
trust in mankind tested. I doubt that many of us had ever
faced the type of apparent deception that we believe we
uncovered.
What happened?
We were notified, by e-mail, by an anonymous person that
we should verify the employee’s credentials as well as
contact a synagogue in another state. Our initial reaction
was that the e-mail was bogus, but believed that we should
make some cursory inquiries.
(By the way, at the time that this person applied for a
position with our synagogue, several of his employment
references were verified. All checked out and were
extremely complimentary. His third employment reference
was verified just recently, but it checked out as well.
However, the educational institutions listed on his resume
could not be verified.

(Cont’d on p. 8)
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B’NAI/B’NOT MITZVAH AT SHAARE TEFILA
Max Schwartz will become a Bar Mitzvah on Shabbat, November 6,
Parashat Toldot.

Max is currently a 7th grader at Jemicy School in Owings Mills. His
favorite subjects are science and math. He is an avid tinkerer; he loves
to take things apart, create, and invent. Max is a terrific skier and
recently got his junior open water scuba diving certification. He is kind and empathetic
to people and animals. For his Bar Mitzvah project he plans to collect art supplies for
Art with a Heart, an organization that provides art supplies to students whose schools
don’t have art classes.
Babette Cohn
Director of Education &
Programming
bcohn@shaaretefila.org
The children of Chavaya have truly gotten back into the routine of our Sunday morning program. Everyone continues to be
respectful of each other’s safety, wearing their masks both in the building and outside. Now that the weather is getting
chillier we will be using large inside spaces for activities like snack, break, and music. We are grateful for access to the Social
Hall, Gallery, and Sanctuary, as well as the hallways of our school level for spreading out during activities.
Speaking of being grateful the teachers and I continue to appreciate the ongoing support of our parent population in our
challenging learning environment. We are happy for the open, honest communications from families - it helps us all to serve
your children at a higher level.

In October the Kitah Na’ahroot students were a tremendous help to the Social
Action Committee on Good Neighbor Drop Off Day. They were great at helping
people unload their cars and organizing the items at each organization’s table.

Our teens also began their chugim/electives during their class session, choosing between cooking and sports. Check out
the pictures from the cooking class!

(con’d on p. 10)
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CHAVAYA

Babette Cohn, Director of Education &
Programming

BCOHN@SHAARETEFILA.ORG

October programming continued with many things on the calendar , both in per son and the vir tual
environments. Dates are listed for upcoming programs too!
The first Gan Katan of the year was held on 10/10 in our beautiful Winer Gallery space; learn more about the
program on page 7. Next Date: 11/10 at 9:15 am
Shabbat Services on 10/16 wer e well attended. Our COVID-era B’nai Mitzvah students were there and were
honored with an Aliyah in recognition of their achievement and commitment to their Jewish learning and growth.
We look forward to them participating in services more frequently and taking leadership roles - contact Rabbi
Layman to express your interest!

Junior Congregation is back in the building! The ser vice on 10/16 was fun for all and included a Par sha Play,
singing, and of course, praying as a community. Next Date: 11/20 at 10:15 am
Makers & Bakers: Henna Mehndi Workshop! On 10/24 was our fir st in-person, interactive adult program since
we moved all the Makers & Bakers programs into the ZOOM atmosphere. Learn more on page 9. The next
Makers & Bakers program, on 12/13 at 3 pm, will be back on ZOOM. We will get back into baking with
‘The Challah Dough Show: New Uses for A Classic Dough’. Details coming soon!

Mini Minyan, 11/5 at 5:15 pm on ZOOM - We are back online for a
Grandfriends Shabbat!! Get ready for some singing, stories & fun as
we welcome Shabbat with our loved ones across the generations.
Sign up here by 11/3!
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Shaare Tefila Sisterhood cordially invites
you to:

The Power of the Personal Story:

How our yesterdays can make a better tomorrow
Guest Speaker: Nicole Wagschal Korsen
Daughter of former Exec. Director Brenda (and Jack) Wagschal
All are Welcome!
(You DO NOT need to be a Sisterhood member to attend this event.)
November 1st from 7-8 pm via ZOOM
$5 Participation Fee
As the daughter of a Holocaust survivor, a Holocaust and Human Rights educator of students and teachers, and a published writer and advocate, Nicole will address the need in our communities to capture and
learn from the painful lessons of our past as we work towards a future where we embrace and celebrate our unique Jewish identities in our everyday lives and ensure #NeverAgain. Nicole will share ways
that we can all work towards our own personal goals of remembrance and reconciliation and our collective goal of lasting peace through the powerful and therapeutic power of writing, speaking, and ultimately
sharing our stories. She will share her educational work including an Emmy-award winning video about
her JSU program, Adopt-a-Survivor, that features her, her father, and her son and therefore emphasizes
the importance of L’Dor V’Dor.
Join us to learn how you can make a difference and help to put the lessons of the past into the hands of
the next generation.

RSVP to Amy Schwartz, 3917 Ashland Brooke Way, Olney, MD 20832.
Please make your check out to: Shaare Tefila Sisterhood and include your email address so that we
can send you the ZOOM information for the evening's presentation. Donations will benefit the Dominion High School (Sterling, VA) JSU that Nicole sponsors.
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CILLA GROSBERG

school, Jeremy loves playing basketball and Emily is an avid
gymnast. When not running around with the kids, Debbie
can be found doing projects in the kitchen or completing
organization projects. You can find Jack doing education
and tech-related stuff even in his free time.

VP membership
cgrosberg58@gmail.com

It has only been a month since we completed our High Holy
Day celebrations, I hope you still feel the goodness in your
hearts from all the wonderful services and programs our
synagogue provided. Let us take those warm feelings and
good intentions into the New Year.
Leaves are changing and cooler weather clearly let us know
that we are in the Autumn season. Shaare Tefila
Membership Committee has started to reach out to all our
existing Chavurah/Friendship groups and new members to
get them revitalized. For many of us, activities with friends
during Covid have been challenging. Now, as most of us are
vaccinated, we are starting to resume programs in our
synagogue, and Chavurah groups are planning to get
together in each other’s homes or on ZOOM.
Please accept my invitation and join a Chavurah. Remember
that these smaller friendship groups within our Shaare Tefila
community help keep our connections to each other
stronger. You can form your own Chavurah with families in
your children’s Chavaya class or with members who have
similar interests. Or you can ask to become part of a new
Chavurah. All you need to do is communicate with me (Cilla
Grosberg) at Cgrosberg58@gmail.com. One of our
wonderful Chavurah Chairs (Ellie Alpert, Sherry Cohen, Bess
Teller, or myself) will contact you and get the process
started.

The Hyman's were looking for a place close to their home in
Brookeville that offered everyone, especially the kids, a
great Jewish religious and cultural experience as well as a
warm and welcoming community. They have found that
home at Shaare Tefila.
Looking for the perfect way to get involved at Shaare Tefila,
please consider joining the Membership Committee. Our
committee helps with welcoming and transitioning new
members into the community. Make calls to keep our
seasoned and new members connected to our schul, help
with advertising programs, events and Chavurah groups,
and make Holiday calls for Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah, and
Passover. Interested in joining our committee? Call Cilla
Grosberg at 301-452-5443 or email me at
Cgrosberg58@gmail.com.
In membership we give and we receive nourishment. Make
a positive impact on your life and the lives of others in our
community. Stay connected with your Shaare Tefila family.
Wishing you good health and a Happy Thanksgiving holiday!
Cilla B. Grosberg
Shaare Tefila Membership VP

“Spotlight” on new members Jack and Debbie Hyman:
The Hyman's moved back to the
Washington DC area in Summer
2021 after a 11 year stint in the
Atlanta area. Debbie, a native of
Rockville, attended Washington
University in St. Louis and
Syracuse before coming back to
DC for several years where she
worked at Discovery and Marriott.
Jack grew up in NJ, right outside
New York City. He attended
American University and GW. Upon graduating from AU,
Jack worked at several government agencies before heading
to Oracle and IBM for just shy of a decade.

Jack and Debbie met in the Summer of 2008 online. In June
2010, Jack and Debbie got married. Due to career
opportunities, the Hyman's relocated to Atlanta shortly
thereafter, not thinking they would stay so long. But of
course, life throws you many surprises!
The Hyman's had their first child, Jeremy, now in 4th grade,
and Emily, now in 2nd grade. For the next several years,
they made trips back and forth to Rockville and Olney,
where Debbie's family resides. During the pandemic,
the Hyman's realized it was time to come back home to the
DMV to be closer to family as well as for Jack's
growing Government Consulting firm, HyerTek. When not in
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LIFELONG LEARNING AT SHAARE TEFILA
FALL – 2021/5782
SUNDAYS

WEEKDAYS

9:30 am – Talmud – This 1500-year-old
text serves as the foundation for Jewish
practice today. Join us as we study the
section that deals with relations between
Jews and their non-Jewish neighbors.

Mondays – 11 am – Journey Through the
Jewish Year – In this class we discuss the
sacred occasions as we come upon them,
and we also discuss other Jewish
concepts.

10:30 am – Prayer Book – Our liturgy
inspires us to spiritually connect with
God. Let’s learn about the Shabbat
morning service and how the vocabulary,
structure, and choreography help us make
Shabbat more meaningful.

Wednesdays – 11 am – Torah Study – We
learn about the weekly Torah portion
focusing on concepts, events, and issues
that arise.

Fridays – 9:30 am – Torah Class – This
class focusses on the Torah, line by line
with the traditional medieval rabbinic
commentators. This year we are nearing
the end of the book of Deuteronomy.
ALL CLASSES MEET ON ZOOM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3026500395?pwd=QktRaUlqYzdqUDhJdVlkZG9BdDZMQT09
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Shaare Tefila's

GAN KATAN!
Led by: Mara Lansky
Gan Katan, our monthly preschool group, started up this month!

How excited we were to welcome kids, parents and grandparents to our wonderful space!
Morah Mara led the group with a focus on Tzedakah. We even made our own mini Tzedakah jars!
Do you have a little one, a grandchild or niece/nephew and want to join us?
Contact Babette Cohn for more details and registration.

The next group is November 14th.

MINI MINYAN
An Interactive, Pre-Shabbat Experience
Led by Mara Lansky & Babette Cohn
WHO: Ages 0-7 and their adults
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WHAT: Early Shabbat prayers, stories and
songs
WHEN: November 5, 5:15 pm - 5:45 pm
See Page 3 for more details.
Have Questions? Contact Babette Cohn

The Shofar
SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT

Rosh Chodesh Women's Circle
Discussions

Jackie Benn
relaybenns@gmail.com

(RCWC)
Hello all Sisterhood members,
Well, fall has officially arrived, and that means Sisterhood
activities are in full swing. We had our patron event, and
everyone who attended the ZOOM/in-person fused glass
demonstration had a great time. Our next event is taking
place on November 1st. I hope many of you will join us for
this great speaker. There is still time to become a
Sisterhood member and enjoy the many benefits of
Sisterhood over the next few months.
The county mask mandate was lifted. I am sure that comes
with mixed feelings for some of you. I know that I have
some mixed feelings myself. One thought that the board
passed around is in the spring, maybe getting together
outside. Please let me know how you feel about having inperson activities inside or outside when the weather is nice;
or if you are not ready to get together with people outside
your inner circle. I can be reached either by email
at relaybenns@gmail.com or by phone at 301-512-0694. I
can understand each of the choices, but as a board, we
cannot plan the best activities for our members without
knowing what are ready to participate in at this time.
We are hoping to have an activity related to Chanukah in
December. We will have more details to come in next
month’s shofar article. I do not want to ruin the surprise,
but I will say lots of fun will be had by all who participate.
The only requirement is that you need to be a member of
Sisterhood by the end of November. So, get your dues into
Amy Schwartz quickly.
Do you know what the Women’s League Torah Fund does,
not only for our synagogue but also for the Seaboard
region? Would you be interested in learning more? Would
you like to interact with other people via ZOOM who have
supported Torah Fund for many years? Then keep the
morning of December 12th on your calendar and also email
me at relaybenns@gmail.com, so I can give you details for
this event. Anyone can donate to the Torah Fund. Just by
making a donation of $20.00 you can be a member of Torah
Fund and help support the JTS.
Stay warm, stay dry and most importantly stay healthy. I
hope to see many of you at synagogue in the near future. If
that is not possible then I hope to see you via ZOOM.
Warm regards,
Jackie Benn
Sisterhood President

Join us on ZOOM!
The ZOOM Link is, and will continue to be:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86076367965?
pwd=ZkMwZzl0bVVlUkRhS3YxcWQ2RmNjdz09

Upcoming dates are:
·
Kislev RCWC on Sunday Nov 14th
·
Tevet RCWC on Sunday Dec 12th
·
Sh’vat on Sunday Jan 9th
·
Adar I on either Sunday Feb 6th
·
Nisan Sunday April 3rd
·
Iyar Sunday May 15th
https://www.shaaretefila.org/news-and-events/calendar/

(President’s column cont’d)
Once we began to make inquiries, particularly after
contacting the referenced synagogue, the “can of worms”
was opened.
Suffice it to say that the information on the resume that
we received from him differed greatly from other resumes
used by him when securing or applying for other positions.
After getting that information, a decision on his continued
employment was easy.
Fortunately (or unfortunately), the employee apparently
caught wind of our intention to terminate his employment
and sent us a letter of resignation.
I really dislike finding out that there are some folks who
are capable of deceiving others like this, and I hope that I
never experience anything like this again. I still retain my
overall faith in the truthfulness and honesty of just about
everyone I know – and I hope that you do too.
Perry

PAGE 8

The Shofar
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

November

December

November 1, 7 pm: The Power of the Personal Story
November 2, 1 pm: Scholar Stream - Ethics
November 5, 5:15 pm: Mini Minyan
November 8, 8 pm: Sisterhood Board Meeting
November 9, 1 pm: Scholar Stream - Ethics
November 10, 10 am: Men's Discussion Group
November 14, 9:15 am: Gan Katan
4 pm: Rosh Chodesh Women’s Circle
November 16, 1 pm: Scholar Stream - Ethics
November 20, 10:30 am: Junior Congregation
November 23, 1 pm: Scholar Stream - Ethics
November 28: Chanukah: 1 Candle

December 2, 6 pm: Hanukkah Candle Lighting
December 5, 11:30 am: Last Day Llama Hanukkah
December 7, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - Roots of Conservative
Judaism
December 8, 10 am: Men’s Discussion Group
December 11, 10:30 am: Junior Congregation
December 12, 4 pm: Rosh Chodesh Women’s Circle
December 13, 8 pm: Sisterhood Board Meeting
December 14, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - Roots of Conservative
Judaism
December 21, 8 pm: Scholar Stream - Roots of Conservative
Judaism
More event information can be found on the ST Calendar!

Makers and Bakers is Back!!!

We had our first workshop at the synagogue since shutdown! It was on henna and the Jewish connection to this
ancient art form.
We learned a little, practiced on paper and then got to doodle on ourselves!
Be on the lookout for another henna workshop and our upcoming Makers and Bakers calendar dates!
If interested in a henna kit, please contact Babette Cohn.
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Storyteller Donald Davis - Fundraiser for Shaare Tefila, 4-5:30 pm on November 21
Tikvat Israel Auditorium & Online!
Mark your calendars for something new coming to Shaare Tefila at 4 pm on Sunday, November 21st via live stream.
America's most famous adult storyteller, Donald Davis, will entertain us with a 90-minute long show featuring two of his
most famous stories which he told in front of a live audience of 3,000 people at the National Storytelling Festival in
Jonesborough, TN. Mr. Davis, a professional storyteller, will be telling these stories live, in Rockville, MD via live streaming to
a large audience as a fundraiser for 18 synagogues and other nonprofit organizations.
Donald Davis is widely regarded as the most illustrious and acclaimed storyteller in America. Hailing from the mountains of
North Carolina, his stories reflect his experiences of life in Appalachia and small-town America, of people he interacted with,
and who shaped his life. His stories about people who impacted his life taught him about how to lead his life and these
lessons about life will warm his audience's hearts and enthrall them. His ability to build characters leaves a picture in your
mind so clear that you believe you have actually met these people. Each time he ends a story, you feel uplifted, often with a
tear in your eye and wishing that his story had not come to an end.
I would not say you should not miss this storytelling genius. Rather, I would say you must not miss the phenomenon that is
Donald Davis.
Book your tickets for either the live-streamed show or the live in-person show using the flyer you will receive shortly.
Whether you see the show live-streamed or in person, 100% of the ticket price for the show will go to Shaare Tefila.

(Babette’s article cont’d.)

Members of the Kitah Gimel class supported a classmate who cannot be part of inside learning yet due to the coronavirus, by
going along with having the entire class session outside for a couple of weeks, until the weather changed - they all look
forward to welcoming their friend back into the full session in person once children between the ages of 5 and 11 can be
vaccinated. We encourage all the children to be vaccinated against the coronavirus once it is available for 5 – 11-year-olds.
Masking and other practices will be observed for the foreseeable future.

The midweek online Hebrew tutoring program is back in operation for the 2021-22 school year. We have a staff of five tutors
working with 25 children in grades 3-7. Everyone has settled back into the routine of their weekly meetings, with new staff
tutors getting to know their students and vice versa.
I met with the Kitah Na’ahroot class members in late October to discuss efforts for informal youth
programming/a Shaare Tefila Youth Group. The teens had great ideas for the kinds of activities they
would like to do, both inside our building and for possible trips. We all agreed that it will be great to
get started and are planning on something happening every month. Pay attention to your email with
information as things are planned and be ready to support your child’s participation!!
B’Shalom,
Babette
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BUY SCRIP

Support Shaare Tefila

Contact the office at 301-593-3410 X101
CHESED COMMITTEE

DONATE A BOOK FOR USE AT SERVICES

Need a ride?

Please consider donating a book in memory of or
in honor of a loved one or in recognition of a
special life event.

Contributor: Adriana Sandler
Contact
Betty Balin 301-622-4354 or
Bernice Goldstein 301-384-1024

Contact the ST office.
301-593-3410 X 101

Need a meal?
Contact

Siddur $54
Machzor $36
Large Type Machzor $54

Ethel Levine 301-593-7041 or
Joyce Feinstein 240-428-1329

Need support?

Contact Rabbi Layman 301-593-3410 X102

MORNING MINYAN

NEED ASSISTANCE?

ON ZOOM

If you need any help at all, please don’t hesitate to reach
out to Rabbi Layman.
If a family member or another congregant is hospitalized or
needs help from the Shaare Tefila Community, please
notify the office or Rabbi Layman as soon as possible.

(301) 593-3410

SUNDAY, MONDAY AND THURSDAY
AT 8:45 AM

rjlayman@shaaretefila.org

SHAARE TEFILA
16620 GEORGIA AVE. OLNEY, MD 20832
301-593-3410

WWW.SHAARETEFILA.ORG

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

Rabbi Jonah Layman
rjlayman@shaaretefila.org
301-593-3410 X 102
Hazzan
Adina Klein Ackerman
caackerman@sharetefila.org
President
Perry Sandler
president@shaaretefila.org

Director of Education &
Programming
Babette Cohn
bcohn@shaaretefila.org
301-593-3410 X 106

Office Administrator
Briana Porter
bporter@shaaretefila.org
301-593-3410 X 104

Interim Executive Director
Jill Goldwater
jgoldwater@shaaretefila.org
301-593-3410 X 101

All Shaare Tefila events, services and programs
are now available at this ZOOM link
unless otherwise indicated.
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Tributes
October 1, 2021 - October 31, 2021
Thank You to Our Donors

Andrea Z. Tilles Memorial Chesed Fund
In Honor Of:
Ira and Ethel Levine's new granddaughter
Marilyn Pontell
Ira and Ethel Levine's 50th Anniversary
Rita Rubinstein

Sammy Mendick
David Mendick & Naomi Yadin Mendick
William Wolf
Elaine Stein

In Memory Of:
Rose Schlaffer
Jay & Joyce Feinstein
Building Fund:
In Honor Of:
Saul and Sherry Cohen's continued good health
Marilyn Pontell
Cantor's Discretionary Fund
In Honor Of:
Their daughter, Alanna Glaser's, bat mitzvah
Adam & Rachel Glaser
General Fund
In Honor Of:
Ira and Ethel Levine's new grandchild
Bettyann Lansky
Larry and Ellie Alpert’s granddaughter's engagement
Jack & Bess Teller
Debbie Yedlin's retirement
Jack & Bess Teller
Ira & Ethel Levine on the birth of their first grandchild
Rita Rubinstein
Shaare Tefila being a caring & giving congregation
Roy & Michele Peck
In Memory Of:
Dan Abramson
Daniel & Wendy Abramson
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Shaare Tefila Congregation
301-593-3410
www.shaaretefila.org
info@shaaretefila.org

Rabbi
Hazzan
Rabbi Emeritus
Cantor Emeritus
President
Interim Executive Director
Director of Education & Programming
Shofar Editor

Jonah Layman
Adina Klein Ackerman
Martin S. Halpern, z”l
Gershon E. Levin, z”l
Perry Sandler
Jill Goldwater
Babette Cohn
Briana Porter

SHAARE TEFILA
16620 GEORGIA AVENUE
OLNEY, MARYLAND 20832

